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President's Message

Another exciting year in the history of MPHS has passed. There have been three major
events this year. Grant Underwood, past president, published a compilation of the best of the MPHS
proceedings. The formal announcement and kick off came at our annual conference held at BYU
Hawaii. At this conference the leadership of MPHS was passed to the newly elected board. The new
board members included Mark James, Riley Moffat, Mike Foley, Merlin Waite, Rex Frandsen,
Londa Chase, Vonn Logan, William Wallace and John Elkington. The Board members elected Rex
Frandsen as President and John Elkington became Vice President-President Elect.
One of the first tasks the board tackled was the planning of the annual conference of the
Society to be held on Big Island. This was an enormous undertaking of planning logistics and the
movement of the entire group from place to place. During the conference, Dale Robertson
introduced a book honoring Lance D. Chase, a former president of MPHS and a founding member of
the Society. The book was a compilation of selected presentations, papers and talks given by Lance.
Londa, Lance's wife, traveled with the group. The conference was very successful, and all who
attended enjoyed the new format and experience.
The proceedings of this conference have been carefully reviewed and prepared for
publication by many individuals. Our thanks go to all who have helped in any way to make this
possible. At this conference we tried to record all events and presentations. We apologize to any who
we may have missed or misquoted. Our special thanks to Sister Margaret Enos for use of her video
tapes to supplement and fill in some of the missed recordings.
Thank you all for your continued support and interest in the Mormon Pacific Historical
Society.

Rex Frandsen
President, 2001
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:Mannon <Pacific Jfistorica[ Society
Conference Agenda

Welcome! An exciting program has been planned for the next few days. We are very
happy you have decided to join with us. If you have special needs please let us know and
we will try our best to assist in meeting the need. The schedule below is a guide. There
may be some variance, however, there are key times which must be kept. The first is the
temple session today at 4;00. Therefore, the group must cooperate in a manner that will
allow us to be in Kona and at the temple before 4:00 PM. The other pressing time will be
on Monday morning. We must leave the hotel no later than 7:30 AM.
Date: March 24, 25, 26, 2001
Location: Big Island. Beginning in Hilo
Saturday Mar. 24
8:30 AM Meet at Hilo Airport. Watch for a bus near the baggage claim area.
9:00 AM Drive by Keaukaha Chapel
9: 15 AM Stop at Kilaue.a Chapel. Presentation by Joseph Bori:;es on the history of the area and the
Mission Home. Light refreshments will be served.
10:30 AM Stop at Honomu chapel. Presentation by Abby Kailimai
12:00 Noon Stop at Honoka'a chapel. Presentation by Sister Ramos. Lunch on own.
We will be near Tex Drive In.
4:00 PM Kana Temple Session. We will be doing "Family File" names. Please don't forget vour
recommend and bring vour own temple clothing President and Sister Oler will be our hosts.
Free Evening. Dinner on own. Possible showing ofKuulei Bell interview at Kalapapa.

Sunday Mar. 25
Breakfast on own.
Leave hotel at 8:30 AM
9:00 AM Church Services at Keei/Kealakekua Wards
1:00 PM Bento Lunch at Kealakekua Bay
2:00 PM Visit City of Refuge
4:00 PM Return to Kona Dinner on own.
7:00 PM Fireside at Kana Stake Center with President Phil Harris, President and Sister Oler and others.

v

Monday..26
Breakfast on own
7:30 AM Leave hotel (check out if not returning)
9:00 AM Stop at Painahala. Visit Nulii Cemetery. Presentations by Dale Sproat and Kind.i Sproat.
10 :00 AM Visit Father Bond's compound
11 :00 Stop at HaWi chapel. Presentations by Dottie Behling Seeley and Alphonso Mitchell.
12 :00 Noon Lunch at Hawi Chapel.
2:00 PM Stop at Waimea chapel: Presentations by Sister Keliikoa and others.
6 :OO PM Kona Airport

Book Sale for Lance Chase's Temple. Town. Tradition: T he Collected Historical Essays ofLarice D. Chase, will be
promoted at the conference.
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BRANCHES ON THE BIG ISLAND DESCRIBED
BY ANDREW JENSON DURING HIS TOURS OF
1895 AND 1928
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ANDREW JENSON'S
BIG ISLAND TOURS
OF 1895 & 1928

George Q. Cannon,
Joseph F. Smith,
First Presidency."
Jenson's first stop was in Hawaii from
May 29th to July 26th, 1895 . He toured all the
islands and reviewed records and collected
history in all the districts. In visiting the Big
Island he arrived from Maalaea, Maui on June
15th, stopping at Kawaihae and Mahukona w~ere
he met with the missionaries and checked therr
records. Then sailed on around to Hilo on the
16th. On the 17th he took a carriage to visit the
volcano and stayed at the Volcano House and
there reviewed the records of the South Hawaii
conference. Returning to Hilo on the 19th he was
with Pres. Matthew Noall when he purchased a
quarter acre in Hilo for $250 to build a chapel
(Kukuau). Then on the 21st Jenson sailed back to
Maui after stopping again at Mahukona and
Kawaihae.

By Riley Moffat

Andrew Jenson was Assistant Historian
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints for many years. He was born in 1850 in
Damgren, Denmark. The family joined the
Church in 1854 and emigrated to Zion in 1866,
settling in Pleasant Grove. After a mission back
to Denmark Andrew becomes interested in
publishing material about the history of the
Church. In 1888 he traveled throughout the East
collecting material on Church history.
In 1891 Jenson is called and set apart as
a "historian in Zion" by Apostle Franklin D.
Richards to collect Church history material in the
stakes and missions of the Church. On May 2,
1895 Jenson was again set apart under the hands
of Presidents Wilford Woodruff, George Q.
Cannon, Joseph F. Smith and Apostle Franklin
D. Richards to travel throughout the world
collecting Church history in all the missions.
This mission would last for two years.
His missionary certificate is worded as
follows :
"To all persons to whom this letter shall
come: This certifies that the bearer, Elder ·
Andrew Jenson, is in full faith and fellowship
with the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints, and by 'its general authorities has been
appointed to a mission to the various nations of
the earth, where said Church is established, to
preach the gospel, and to administer in all the
ordinances thereof, pertain,~g to his office and to
collect information by the examination of
records, etc., essential or desirable for the
writing and preservation of the correct history of
the various missions of the Church, and we
invite all men to give heed to his teachings and
counsels as a man of God, and to assist him in
his travels and historical labors I whatsoever
things he may need, or that may be advantageous
in the prosecution of his inquiries. And we pray
God the Eternal Father to bless Elder Jenson and
all who receive him and minister to his
comforts, with the blessings of Heaven and
earth, for time and all eternity. In the name of
Jesus Christ, Amen.
Signed at Salt Lake City, Territory of
Utah, May 9th, 1895, in behalfof said Church.
·
·Wilford Woodruff,

BIG ISLAND TOUR OF 1895
Saturday, June 15. Elder Andrew
Jenson wrote the following which was published
in the "Deseret News":
Saturday 15 1b -At 12:30 o'clock a.m. after
waiting at the Maalaea landing three hours the
fine steamer Kinau hove in sight, and soon
afterwards cast anchor some distance from shore,
from whence boats were sent to the landing for
freight and passengers. At 1 o'clock we were all
on board and steamed off for Hawaii. At 2 a.m. a
stop was made off Makena, from which point the
small horseshoe-shaped islet of Molokini was in
plain sight and beyond it the island of
Kahoolawe. The latter is one of the smallest
inhabited islands of the Hawaiian group. The
highest elevation on it is 1,450 feet. There is a
good harbor and a plentiful supply of grass.
Molokini is merely a bare rock formed of a
horseshoe-shaped crater, about 165 feet high at
the summit. There is excellent fishing near the
island, which is not inhabited.
.
Proceeding on our voyage from Makena at 3
a.m., we sailed along the south shore of Maui
and thence across the 30-mile wide Alenuihaha
channel, which separates the island of Maui and
Hawaii. When daylight finally dawned upon us
the mountains of the latter island were in plain
sight. There are three grand mountains which
form the basis of the great island of Hawaii. One
of these is Mauna Loa (13,675 feet high) whose
summit is near the center of the island; Mauna
Ke1;1 (13,805 feet,) whose rugged top was
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windward side receiving the trade wind showers,
is well watered, and the land is much cut up by
gulches. The climate is moist. Along the western
or leeward coast, the trade wind is shut off by the
mountain masses in the center of the island. The
climate along the coast is dry, and for miles no
running streams are to be found. Ascending the
mountains, every variety of climate can be found
until frost is reached. At the summit of the
mountains there is always a little snow; but in
the winter time, when there are storms, the snow
sometimes extends for more than twelve miles
from the summit ofMauna Loa. Wedged among
the three large mountains, is a table land,
between 1,000 and 6,000 feet high. The region is
very bleak, but affords pasturage for sheep. The
· most striking features of Hawaii are the active
volcanoes and the lave flows . The whole island
like the rest of the group is volcanic; but we see
here the volcanic action still going in, while on
the other islands it has long since ceased. The
most fertile parts of the island are along the
northwestern coast, and in the extreme southern
part. Large tracts of land are extremely barren,
being nothing but bare lava rocks extending for
miles. At a heighth of from 1,500 to 2,000 feet
above the sea level is a broad belt of forest land
which reaches up to a height of from 4,000 to
4,500 feet. Above this the mountains are bare
and rocky. Hawaii stands first in agricultural
importance, and its products are more varied
than those of any other single island in the group.
("From a geography of the Hawaiian Islands.")
In my conversations with Elder Brimley I
learned most of the following about the North
Hawaii conference. Elder John D. Hooper is his
only white missionary assistant the present term.
Each travel separately most of the time, with
native companions. Two of these are laboring in
the conference the present term, one of them
being Peter Kealakaihonua the first and only
native Hawaiian Elder who has been sent from
the headquarters of the church as a regular
missionary to his native land; the other is
Kainuawa, whom I met in company with Elder
Brimley. The north Hawaiian conference at the
present time consists of 22 branches of the
Church with a total membership of 997 including
children. There are 85 Elders, 3 8 Priests, 40
Teachers, 35 Deacons and 610 lay members
namely 239 males and 371 females. Eleven of
the branches have meeting houses or regular
houses of worship, fifteen have SWlday Schools,
eleven Relief Societies and ten Mutual
Improvement Associations.

covered with snow, and Mauna Hualalai (8,275
feet). As we sailed along the west shore of
Hawaii the sight of the three grand elevations, as
they appeared in the cloudless morning was
beautiful beyond description. At 9 a.m., we cast
anchor offKawaihai Bay. From our.place of
anchorage we had a good.view of the rocky
shore, and a short distance to the right of the
landing could be seen the ruins of an ancient
heathen temple on which human sacrifices were
made in olden times . At 10:30 a.m. , anchor was
again weighed, and the Kinau retraced her course
ten miles and then cast anchor off Mahukona, in
the district of North Kohala, where we remained
till 5 o'clock p.rn., there being a great deal of
freight to land at this place which is the shipping
point for all the sugar plantations in North
Kohala, a railroad recently built from Mahukona
along the coast around the northernmost point of
the island is a great help to the transportation
business. Soon after anchoring offMahukona we
were much pleased to see Elder Thomas
Brimley, of Salt Lake City, accompanied by a
native missionary· companion (Kainuawa) come
on board. Elder Brimley is the president of the
North Hawaii conference, and had been advised
by letter that we were corning. After spending
some little time on the steamer, I returned with
him and his native companion to shore, where
we spent an hour or more together, while he gave
me the needed information in regard to his
conference, and I gave him the instructions I had
for him in regard to keeping records.
The North Hawaii conference, over which
Elder Brimley presides includes the north half of
the island of Hawaii, which is the largest of all
the Hawaiian islands, being 90 miles long and 74
miles wide; the area is 4,210 square miles, and
the population in 1890 was 26,754. The island is
divided into eight districts. Of these North
Kohala, South Kohala, Hamakua and Hilo border
on the north.east, north and west coast and are
comprised in what we in a Church capacity call
the North Hawaii conference. The other four
districts, namely, North Kona, South Kana, Kau
and Puna are embraced in the South Hawaii
conference. The island of Hawaii presents the
grandest scenery of any island in the group; its
area is more than one and a half times all the
other islands put together. When viewed from a
distance, the island seems formed of three large
domes, viz, the mountains of Mauna Loa, Mauna
Kea and Hualalai. The slope of these mountains
is so gentle that it is impossible to realize their
height. The island being of such a large size, the
climate varies very much. The eastern or
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the kind in the conference. There is also a
Sunday School, a Relief Society and a Mutual
Improvement Association. Honolii presides over
the branch; fifty-nine members. Honokane
comprises nearly the entire population of the
village of that name, which is situated in the
Honokane gulch, and inclosed on three sides by
steep mountains, while the sea is on the other.
This branch which has forty-eight members, is
also in North Kohala, has a meeting house, a
Sunday School, a Relief Society and a Mutual,
and is presided over by Nalii.
At Kawaihae, a seaport village in south
Kohala, there are five members of the Church
presided over by Uliama Hookuahui.
At Kalaia, a very small native village,
situated in the mountains about five miles inland
from Kawaihae, there are eight members of the
Church.
Waimea is a stockraising country situated on
the table land at the foot of Mauna Kea where
the people are engaged in raising cattle and
horses. The place is about twelve miles inland
from Kawaihae landing, on the west shore of
Hawaii, in south Kohala. The small branch
presided over by Kauwe, has thirteen members, a
Relief Society organization also exists.
The W aimanu branch comprises fifty-six
Saints residing in the village of Waimanu,
situated in a deep gulch away by itself, on the
northeast coast of Hawaii, in the district of
Hamakua. Kuamoo presides over the branch.
which also has a Sunday School and a Mutual.
The Waipio branch with eighty-four Saints,
is one of the most lively branches in the north
Hawaii conference, and comprises a portion of
the inhabitants of a rice-raising village situated in
a deep gulch on the northeast coast of Hawaji, in
the district of Hamakua about twenty-five miles
northwest of the Laupahoehoe landing. The
branch has a meeting house, a Sunday School, a
Relief Society and a Mutual Improvement
Association; and Beniamina is president. A few
Saints living at a small village called Kukaihele,
situated about one and one-half miles from
Waipio also belong to that branch.
The Honokaa branch comprises the Saints
residing in a village and sugar plantation of that
name, situated about ten miles southeast of
Waipio, on the northeast coast of Hawaii, in the
district of Harnakua. The branch has seventy
Saints, a Sunday School, a Relief Society and a
Mutual, but no meeting house, Kuapalahalaha is
president.
The Paahau branch with seventeen members,
contains the Saints living iii a village of that

The branches briefly described and given in
their geographical order are as follows:
The Puakea branch comprises the Saints
residing in a village of that name siruated near
the northwest extremity of the island of Hawaii,
in the district of North Kohala, about four miles
north of the landing place Mahukona, on the
seashore. There is a lumber meeting house
situated on a hill above the village. There is also
a Sunday School and a Mutual Improvement
Association. Keaweoluna presides over the
branch, twenty-two members.
The Honomakau branch embraces the Saints
residing in the village of that name and at the
Union Mills situated about a mile inland from
the north shore of Hawaii, in the district of North
Kohala. The branch has a lumber meeting house
and a. Sunday School, eighty-three members or
souls, and Kuarrioa .for president.
The Halawa branch embraces the Saints
residing in the village of Halawa and the
plantations of Halawa and Kohala, on the north
coast of Hawaii, in the district of North Kohala.
The meeting house, a lumber building, is situated
in a small gulch on the out skirts of the village of
Halawa. The branch has a Sunday School, a
Relief Society and a Mutual Improvement
Association. It is one of the liveliest branches in
the conference. Halawa is about ten miles by
railroad northeast ofMahukona.
At present (June, 1895) the Sa_ints of the
Halaula branch met at Halawa; Keaweamahi is
-president.
The Halaula branch comprises the Saints
working on the Kohala plantation, which is
situated about one and one half miles inlarid
from the north sho.re of Hawaii in the district of
North Kohala between Halawa (about two i:niles
southeast) and Union Mills (about three and one
half miles northwest). In the latter part of 1894
the foreman of the Kohala plantation deprived
the branch president Keohuhu of his house, in
which the meetings were held in consequence of
which the branch was temporarily joined to the
Halawa branch to which it had belonged once
before. There were fifty three members in the
branch when the change was made, and it was
the addition of these to the Halawa branch which
made affairs there lively.
Niulii branch comprises the Saints residing in
the village and plantation ofNiulii situated near
the northern externity of the island of Hawaii, in
the district of North Kohala, about two miles
inland, and nearly three miles from Honokane
and the east terminus of the Kohala railway. The
branch owns a lumber meeting house, the best of
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name, situated about one mile inland from the
northeast coast of Hawaii, in the district of
Harriakua, about ten miles northwest of
Laupahoehoe; A. N. Kaaua is preSident.
The Aleakila branch is a ·continuation of a
former branch called Paauilo, comprising thirtyone Saints residing about four miles southeast of
Honokaa, in the district of Hamakua; J. Polani is
president.
The Kihalani branch comprises the Saints
residing in the native village of that name
situated about one mile inland frorn the northeast
coast of Hawaii, in the district of Hilo and about
two miles south of the Laupahoehoe landing.
The branch owns a small lumber meeting house,
and Kaai Kuma is president.
The Weloka branch (formerly known as
Maulua) comprises the Saints residing in the
native village of W eloka, situated in a deep
gulch, on the northeast coast of Hawaii in the
district of Hilo. There are forty-seven Saints in
the branch; also a mee~ng house, a Sunday
School, a Relief Society, a Mutual, and
Keliipuleole for president.
The Wail ea branch comprises the Saints
residing in the villages of Wailea and Honomu in
the district of Hilo. The branch has thirty-six
members and a Sunday School organization;
Kahuena presides. Wail ea is fifteen miles north
of Hilo and on the coast.
The Kahuwe branch, with seventy-one Saints
comprises the members of the Church residing in
the village of Kahuwo and the plantation of
Pepeekeo, on the Hilo district and about ten
miles north of the town of Hilo. It is a lively
branch and has a meeting house, a Sunday
School, a Relief Society and a Mutual; Kepeliela
presides. The Aleamai branch (formerly called
Kahalii) comprises the Saints (ninety-five in ·
number) residing in the native village of Alearnai
and the Papaikou plantation. The branch has a
meeting house (built in 1895), a Sunday School,
Relief Society and a Mutual. Aleamai is seven
miles from Hilo; S. W. Waiono is president of
the branch.
The Hilo branch (also called Puueo)
comprises forty-eight Saints residing in Hilo, the
principal town of the island of Hawaii, but the
suburban town of Puue.o. It has a Sunday School
and a Relief Society and needs a meeting house
very much. The president's name is Heleloa.
Waiakea is a suburb of Hilo beautifully
situated at the mouth of a river about a mile east
of Hilo. Po presides over the branch at that place
which has thirty-five members, a Sunday School
and a Relief Society.

The Keaukaha branch comprises the Saints
residing in a native village of that name situated
about three miles east.of Hilo on the coast.
Kahoilua presides over the branch which has
thirty-one members, a meeting house and a
Sunday School.
At 5 p.m. (June l5 1h,) the steamer Kinau
weighed her anchor once more and sailed on her
course. Leaving Mahukona she rounded the
northern most point of Hawaii and thence
steamed along the northwest coast of the island
toward Hilo. The scenery along his coast is
grand and beautiful, but as the darkness of the
night set in just as we were getting to the most
interesting parts we could not enjoy it. Besides
the sea was quite rough and the wind blew hard
from the ocean side. Consequently the steamer
rolled fearfully, and my traveling companions
were trying to duplicate their actions of the
previous night. As for myself I barely escaped
giving my supper to the fishes. Toward midnight
the steamer stopped to unload freight at
Laupahhoehoe.
The Volcano House is in the district of Puna,
which is embraced in the South Hawaii
conference. This conference comprises all the
Saints residing in the districts of Puna, Kau,
South Kona and North Kona. The conference
consists of eleven branches, containing a total
membership of 51 J, including children under
eight years of age. Of these 50 are Elders, 7
Priests, 11 Teachers, 10 Deacons and 350 lay
members, namely, 154 males and 196 females.
Five of the branches have meeting houses and
Sunday Schools, four Relief Societies and three
Mutual Improvement Associations. Elder Wm.
Thompson presides over the conference the
present term (from April to October, 1895),
assisted by Elder Wilder T. Hatch. The branches
named in order of their geographical situation are
as follows: Koae, 19 Saints; Kapaahu, 51 ;
Pahala, 101; Naalehu, 86; Hinakukui, 32; Puueo,
30; Papa, 58; Opihale, 40; Kaohe, 26; Keokea,
26, and Kahaluu, 28.
The Koae, branch comprises the Saints
re~iding in the native village of that name,
situated near the extreme eastern point of the
island of Hawaii, in the district ofPuna, and
about twenty miles southeast of Hilo; Kipi
presides.
The Kapaahu branch, (sometimes also called
Kalapana) comprises the Saints residing in the
two native villages Kapaahu and Kalapana,
situated on the southeast coast of Hawaii, in the
district of Puna. There is a meeting house (built

in 1895) at Kalapana; a Sunday School
organization exists, and Josepa Haapai presides.
Pahala, the largest branch in the conference,
comprises the Saints residing in th€ village and
sugar plantation called Pahala, which are situated
inland about five miles from the southeastern
coast of Hawaii, in the district of Kau, and five
miles from the seaport town of Punaluu, with
which it is connected by railway. There is a
meeting house, a Sunday School, a Relief
Society and a Mutual. Ikaaka is president of the
branch.
The Naalehu branch consists of the Saints
residing in the native village of that name,
situated inland about two miles from the coast
town ofHonuapo, near the southern extremity of
the island of Hawaii, in the district ofKau.
Joseph Kaiakoili presides over the branch, which
contains a meeting house, a Sunday School, a
Relief Society and a Mutual. The meeting house
ofNaalehu was built in 1893, and is the only
church building of any kind in the place.
The Hinakukui branch comprises the Saints
residing in and about the sugar plantation of
Hilea, situated about four miles inland from the
southeast coast of Hawaii, in the district of Kau.
Hilea is four miles from the landing place if
Honuapo; Kaamahawale is president of the
branch.
The Puueo branch comprises the few Saints
residing in the villages of Puueo, Manuka and
Waiohinu, which are situated near Naalehu on
the southeast coast of Hawaii, in the district of
Kau; J. W. Kahoahi is president of the branch.
The Papa branch comprises the Saints
residing in the native village of Papa, situated on
a mountain slope and inland about four miles
from the west coast of Hawaii in South Kona,
and about four miles from the seaport town of
Hoopuloa. Makauhaole presides oyer the branch
which has a meeting house and a Relief Society~
The Opihale branch consists of the Saints
.residing in the native village of that name,
situated about two and one half miles inland
from the west coast of Hawaii, in the district of
South Kona, ·and about nine miles southeast of
Hookena. The Saints meet for worship in a
private house; and the branch which is presided
over by R. W. Kalalauwale, has a Sunday
School, Relief Society and Mutual Improvement
Association.
Kaohe branch comprises the Saints residing
in a village of that name situated about one and
one half miles inland and six miles southeast of
the coast town of Hookena, on the west coast of
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Hawaii, and in the district of South Kona; it is
presided over by J. W. Kaleohano.
Keokea is a native village situated about one
and one half miles inland on northeast from the
coast town of Hookena, on the west coast of
Hawaii, in the district of South Kona. The small
branch of the Church here owns a meeting house
with rock walls and thatched roof. There is also a
Sunday School, and Kalele presides over the
branch.
The Kahaluu branch comprises the Saints
residing in the native village of that name,
situated on the western coast of the island of
Hawaii, in the district of South Kona, and near
the town ofNapoopoo; Palikapu presides over
the branch.
The South Hawaiian conference is the
fartherst away from the mission headquarters of
all the conferences"in the mission.
At the conclusion of his visit to Hawaii
Elder Jenson was in Fiji from August 5th to the
17th, in Tonga from August 19th to September 9th
where he had the opportunity to interview King
George Tupou II, in Samoa-from September 11th
to October 4th, in New Zealand from October
10111 , to January 23rd, 1896. He was in the Society
Islands from February 3rd to April 15 \ mostly in
the Tuamotus, then on the Australia and Europe.
Jenson returned to Hawaii on April 17th .
1928 to meet his son Leo R. Jenson, who was
returning from a mission to South Africa by
finishing his circumnavigation of the world.
They returned to San Francisco on May 4th. Ever
the collector of history, Jenson spent some of his
vacation collecting information about the . .
mission, its districts, and branches.
Andrew Jenson not surprisingly kept a
detailed diary of his travels and work. It is was
published in 1938 as the Autobiography of
Andrew Jenson by Deseret News Press. His first
visit to Hawaii can be found in Chapter 31 and
his second visit in Chapter 82. He also sent back
"letters" to Church headquarters in Salt Lake
City that were published in tbe Deseret News.
These are more descriptive than personal and
were printed in various issues from August 3rd to
October26th 1895and onJune9th 1928.
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ANDREW JENSEN REPORT OF 1928
~he. first .Latter-day Saint Eldeis who labored
as m1ss10nanes on Hawaii .were James Hawkins
and Hiram H. Blackwell. They sailed from
Honolulu Dec . 21 , 1850 and arrived at Hilo on
Hawaii, a few days later and ipunediately b~gan
to preach the gospel to the few white inhabitants
on the island. Soon attention was directed to the
native population of whom a number were
baptized and ever since that time there have been
Latter-day Saints 'OD the island. At the present
time the missionary work in the island is divided
into four districts, namely: Hilo; south Hawaii,
Kohala and Hamakua.
HILO DIS1RICT

Hilo District embraces all of the civil
districts of Hilo and Puna which lies along the
southwest coast of the island of Hawaii with
headquarters at Hilo. It consists of eight
organized branches, namely: Hilo, Keaukaha,
Olaa, Kapoho, Kalapana, Aleamai, Honomu and
Kihalani, besides some scattered Saints. Marvin
P. Leonard of Farmington, Utah, is district
president, assisted by Milton G. Williams of Salt
Lake City, Russel Homer ofldaho Falls, Idaho,
Alofa Conley and wife (Edith P. Conley) of Salt
Lake C~ty and Virginia Ashton of Salt Lake City.
Hilo Branch consists of about 300 Saints in
Hilo and vicinity. Hilo has a total population of
about 15,000. The Church owns a good meeting
house with a seating capacity of 300, centrally
located on Kukuau Street in Hilo and also a
seven room mission home and a new and
commodious amusement hall, fitted with
showers, dressing rooms and baptismal font; it is
one of the best halls in the city of Hilo. There is
also a private Latter-day Saint burial ground in
Hilo. The Hilo Branch has a Relief Society, a
Sunday School, a M.I.A. for both sexes and a
Primary Association. David K. Kailimai is
president of the branch and one of the most
successful native missionaries in the Hawaiian
Mission.

Keaukaha Branch consists of about 200
Saints residing irl a section of country known as
Keaukaha about three miles southeast of Hilo. A
new frame meeting- house with a seating capacity
of 250 is situated near the beach and is
surrounded by govenunent homesteads. The
Saints have a private cemetery containing one
and a half acres. There is in the branch a Relief
Society, a Sunday School, a M.I.A. for both
sexes and a Primary Association. Kualii, a native
Elder, is president of the branch.
Olaa Branch consists of about fifty Saints
residirlg in and near the village of Olaa, which is
situated about nine miles south of Hilo in a
fertile sugar-cane district. Me.etings are held in
the private homes of the Saints but land has been
obtained for the erection of a meeting house.
There -is a Sunday School in the branch and
Sunday School sessions and 'other meetings are
held regularly. William Karna is temporary
president of the branch.
Kapoho Branch consists of Saints residing in
and near the village of Kapoho, which is 32
miles south of Hilo, in the Puna District. Though
there is a Sunday School there is no fully
organized branch at present but Sunday School
sessions and meetings are held regularly in
private houses every Sabbath.
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Kalapana Branch consists of about 27 Saints
residing in a district of country about 33 miles
active
south of Hilo. Formerly there was
branch on that part of the island, but now only a
few scattered Saints reside there with no
permanent organization. There is a small frame
meeting house with a seating capacity of75 in
which Sunday School and regular meetings are
held at intervals. Kalapana is rich in Hawal.ian
folk lore and tradition.
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Aleamai Branch consists of about 200 Saints
residing in the village of Aleamai and vicinity,
about five miles north of Hilo. A good frame
meeting house with a seating capacity of about
150 is situated on the country road, not far from
the sea shore and near Papaikou postoffice. The
branch has a Relief Society, a Sunday School, a
M.I.A. for both sexes and a Primary Association.
William Kama is president of the branch.

Honomu Branch consists of about 150 Saints
residing in and near the village of Honomu
which is located on th'e Hawaii Consolidated
Railroad about 12 miles north of the city of Hilo.
Together with Aleamai and Kihalani it is situated
in the midst of one of the richest sugar cane belts
on the island of Hawaii. A fine new Latter-day
Saint chapel is now being erected at a cost of
about $3,000, with a seating capacity of 250. The
branch, of which David Kalani is president, has a
Relief Society, a Sunday School, a M.I.A. for
both sexes and a Primary Association.

Kihalani Branch consists of about 200 Latterday Saints residing in or near the homestead
section ofKihalani, situated about 27 miles north
of the city of Hilo. It has a fine frame chapel
with a seating capacity of 250; also an old chapel
which is used for class room purposes, together
with two acres of sugar cane land now under
contract to the sugar plantation. A Bro.
Simmons, who holds the position of district
judge ofLaupahoehoe, is president of the
branch; he is highly respected and influential
citizen. The branch has a Relief Society, a
Sunday School, a M.I.A. for both sexes and a
Ptjm
Association.

South Hawaii District (or conference)
embraces all tbe civil district of Kau and North
and South Kona, on the island of Hawaii or the
southwest part of said island. Kona'. is an
important farming and cattle raising district,
while the main industries of Kau are. sugar cane
and cattle. Lynn A. Berlin of Odgen, Utah, is
president of the district and Elliot Dennison of
Sterling, Utah, together with Stephen Kila and
Kumukoa (two natives) are his assistants. There
are six oraanized branches of the Church in the
district. n~mely: Kau, Puuanahulu, Kalaoa, Keei,
Pahoehoe and Papa.

Kalaoa Branch, in North Kona, comprises the
Saints residing in the village ofKalaoa and
vicinity. This village is situated about 25 miles
north of Kealakekua Bay and about four miles
east, or inland, from the ocean. There is a frame
meeting house in the branch with a seating
capacity of about 125. Joseph Kahananui is
president of the branch which has a Relief
Society, a Sunday School, a M.l.A. for both
sexes, and a Prim . Association.
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Kau B;anch consists df Latter-d;y Saints
located in the district ofKau. The branch, which
is presided over by Andrew Auld, a native, has a
Relief Society and a Sunday School. Public
meetings and Sunday School sessions are held in
the village school house but land has been
purchased by the Church for the erection of a
meeting house in the village of Waiohinu, about
45 miles south of Kealakekua Bay (Capt. Cook's
landing lace).

Keei Branch consists of about 100 Saints

re~iding in the village ofKeei, situated in the

Puuanahulu Branch consists of Latter-day
saints residing in the vicinity of the Puuanahulu
Ranch, which is situated about 38 miles north of
Kealakekua Bay. There is a Sunday School in the
branch and meetings are held regularly in the
homes of the Saints, presided over by the
traveling missionaries.

heart of a coffee raising belt, about three miles
east, or inland, from Kealakekua Bay. Keei is
also the district headquarters and here is situated
a frame L.D.S. meeting house with a seating
capacity of 150; also a new amusement hall and
district mission house. Joseph Paakaua presides
over the branch in which there is a Relief Society
and a Sunday School. Meetings are held
regularly.
Pahoehoe Branch consists of Latter-day
Saints residing in the village of Pahoehoe, which
is situated in South Kona, about 15 miles south
of Kealakekua Bay. There is in the branch a
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president of the branch which has a Relief
Society, a Sunday School, a M.l.A. for both
sexes and a Primary Association.

frame meeting house with a seating capacity of
125. situared about 3 Y2 miles inland on the west
slope of Mauna Loa. Meetings and Sunday
School sessions are held regularly.~
ln Papa, a section of c01mtry about 22 miles
south of Kealakekua Bay, there is a Latter-day
Saint meeting house, but no organized branch at
present. There is also a small frame meeting
house at N aalehu, in the Kau District, about three
miles southeast of W aiohinu, but, as in Papa,
there is no regularly organized branch of the
Church there at present.
KOHALA DISTRICT
Kohala District (or conference) embraces
North Kohala on the extreme north point on the
island of Hawaii. It has three organized branches,
namely, Niulii, Honomakau and Kokoiki,
besides a number of scattered members residing
in localities where branches of the Church have
formerly existed. David M. Davis of Salt Lake
City is president of the branch assisted by Joseph
C. Shill of Provo, Utah and Sister Billie
Hollingshead of Koosharem, Utah. The later is a
native of Texas and also acts as missionary
resident of Prim
Associations.

Kokoiki Branch consists of about 100 Latterday Saints residing in that erection ofKohala
which is known as Kokoiki, and its vicinity. The
branch has a frame meeting house with a seating
capacity of 200 and has a Relief Society and a
Sunday School. Meetings are held regularly. The
meeting house is situated about 2 Y2 miles inland
on the north coast of the island, of about three
miles east of Mahukona, the principal seaport of
North Kohala; it is also three miles northwest of
Honomakau, the district headquarters.
HAMAKUA DISTRICT
Hamakua District embraces south Kohala
and Hamakua on the north east side of the island
of Hawaii. The district has six organized
branches, namely Waimea, Kalopa, Honokaa,
Kukaiau, Kukuikaele and Waipio, and some
scattered members. K. Alton Storrs, of Lehi,
Utah, is president of the district, assisted by
Marlow T. Stoker of Huntsville, Utah. Hamakua
is a sugar cane and cattle raising district.

Niulii Branch consists of aborit eighty Saints
residing in the village ofNiulii near the extreme
eastern boundary of North Kohala, Hawaii in the
midst of a sugar cane district. A meeting house
(a fine frame building), with a seating capacity of
200, is situated near the beach, about eight miles
form the Kohala postoffice or court house, or ten
miles east ofHonomakau, the district
headquarters. There is in the branch a Relief
Society, a Sunday School, a M.l.A. for both
sexes and a Primary Association. S. K. Kapeliela
is president of the branch.
Honomakau Branch consists of about twenty
Latter-day Saints residing in a section of country
known as Honomakau, and vicinity. A frame
meeting house with a seating capacity of about
200, and also a four room mission or district
home is situated about three miles inland or
south from the coast. Paul K. Kaelemakule, a
most faithful and energetic native Elder, is

W aimea Branch consists of about 200 Saints
residing in the famous W aimea Ranch district,
one of the largest cattle ranches in the world. It is
situated on the extensive plateau between Mauna
Kea and the Kohala mountain. The branch has a
frame meeting house with a seating capacity of
about 150. About 18 miles west and inland from
Honokaa, the country seat ofHamakua. The
branch which has a Relief Society, a Sunday
School, a M.I.A. for both sexes and a Primary
Association, is presided over by Thomas
Chesbro.
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village. The branch, which has a Sunday School,
is presided over, temporarily by Haa
Kahanamoku.

Kalopa Branch consists .of about150 Saints
residing mostly on government homesteads in
the vicinity of Kalopa. The branch meeting
house, a frame building with a seating capacity
of 250, is situated about three miles east, and
inland, from Honokaa, the county seat. George
Needham, a young and very promising Hawaiian
Elder, is president of the branch in which there is
a Relief Society, a Sunday School, a M.I.A. for
both sexes and a Primary Association. Meetings
are held reuularl .

Waipio Branch consists of the Latter-day
Saints residing in the valley of Waipio - a valley
famous in Hawaiian legends and history. Waipio
Valley furnishes much of the poi used in the
Hamalcua district. There is in the branch a frame
meeting house with a seating capacity of about
150; it is situated in the mouth of the valley, near
the beach and is accessible only from the· land
side by a circuitous path winding down the steep
mountain, making the Waipio Valley secluded
from the rest of the island by high mountains.
The Waipio Branch has a Relief Society, a
Sunday School, a M.I.A. for both sexes and a
Primary Association. Paul H. Nakanelua is
resident.

Honokaa Branch consists of about 75 Saints
residing in and near the town of Honokaa, the
county seat, and the most important town in
Hamakua. A frame meeting house, with a seating
capacity of about 100, is situated about one mile
seaward from the town of Honokaa, near the
coast. It has a Relief Society, and a Sunday
School. Jolm K. Kealoha is president of the
branch. The Church owns a parcel of land in the
heart of the town, on which it is proposed to
erect a mission district home in the near future.
Kukaiau Branch consists of about fifty Saints
residing in or near a section of country known as
Kukaiau about 2 miles east of Paauilo, the
railway terminus of the Hilo Consolidated
Railroad. Meetings and Sunday Schools sessions
are held regularly in the private homes of the
Saints. Samuel Kauahipaula is president of the
branch and meetings and Sunday School sessions
are held regularly.
Kulcuikaele Branch consists of Latter-day
Saints residing in and near the village of that
name, located on the brink of the famous Waipio
Valley, about ten miles northwest ofHonokaa,
the county seat. A small frame meeting house
belonging to the Saints, with a seating capacity
of about 50, is conveniently located in the
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Sources on Church and Family History Relating
to the Big Island at the BYD-Hawaii Archives
Greg Gubler*

INTRODUCTION
The search for historical and genealogical sources usually results in surprises and
obstacles. Experienced researchers realize, too, the scattered, if not random, nature of sources
and the necessity of conducting a thorough search in order to determine what in fact actually
exists in a particular repository. Since most records and documents in archives are either
donated or somehow end up in the collection, it is not always easy to predict what an archive
might contali1. One might expect to find most LDS records and genealogies at what is now
called the Church and Family History Department at Church headquarters in Salt Lake City in
their several collections and microforms; but this is not always the case. This frequently depends
on the circumstances of the donation and the disposal of records and materials. In fact,
substantial collections of LDS materials exist in collections at libraries and archives also at
B1igham Young University li1 Provo, the University of Utah, the Utah Historical Society, Utah
State University, the Huntington Library in Los Angles, and at the University of Illinois in
Champaign-Urbana. Our own archives at BYU-Hawaii is a relative newcomer (1978) in
developing a collection and acquliing materials on the Church in Hawaii and material relating to
Hawaiian families. Moreover, one of the best collections on the genealogies of families in
Hawaii is at the Family History Center in Laie, which has conies of earlier family group sheet
submissions tor
\.:\o,V-10:1\c.~ ler'r\~l~Through the element ofluck and effo1is of individuals, particularly Rex Frandsen (the
present director of the university library), the BYU-Hawaii Archives has been able to· obtain
materials of value for the study of church and family history in Hawaii. A quick peni:sal of these
records shows how they can provide clues and illuminate church and family history for the Big
Island, an area in which little research or writing has been done so far. The purpose of this paper
is to illustrate the value of the few records our archives has relating to the Big Island. At least,
along with other materials in archives and libraries, this can be a starting point for explming the
history of the church and of members on the Big Island. The sources will be mentioned along
with entries and/or illustrations of their content and depth. Although it may seem that far too
many entiies and illustrations are cited, in reality, those included are only a small fraction of the
total relating only to the Big Island. Nevertheiess, they provide glimpses of the church and
family of a largely neglected area of study. ·
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THE EARLY MISSION
Andrew Jensen, comp. "The Hawaiian Mission" (1850-1920, unpublished bound
manuscript in 6 volumes)
The history of the Church in Hawaii begins with the compilation of the mission history
by Church Historian Andrew Jens en, himself a fonner missionary in Hawaii. The history covers
from the arrival of the missionaries in December 1850 and ends in 1920. Jensen used
coITespondence and mission histmies to compile the rather detailed daily entries during this
period. His impressive work consists of six volumes in chronological order. The original is in
the LDS"Church Archives, but BYD-Hawaii has a copy in locked case while the archives has a
copy of the original on two reels of microfilm. The manuscript is unpublished and is faint in

spots but very helpful in reconstrncting the early history of the Church in Hawaii. The first
elders actually drew lots to determine who would go to the various islands ; Elders James
Hawkins and Hiram Blackwell were chosen to go to the island of Hawaii .. Elder Hawkins
remained for some time alone on the island (after his companion left). The work was slow and
difficult at first as the elders faced opposition from established Christian ministers. Nonetheless,
they continued to persevere and began to establish branches around the island. Jensen visited the
islands in 1895 and found 43 meeting houses and 4899 saints. Even with the destrnction of a
large proportion of the Hawaiian race through disease and hardship, he estimated that one-sixth
of all Hawaiians had joined the Church. Many elders had learned the language and had been
very effective in teaching the gospel to the natives.
RECORDS OF MEMBERS
Record of Members, Hawaiian Mission (Books 1-4) [covers latter 1800s/early 1900s]
These books kept by the mission listed alphabetically members baptized and ordained
during this pe:r:iod. The information from these records was transferred to index cards in the late
1930s/early 1940s and the entries were crossed off one by one. Volume 1, for example, has 3000
entries from the various islands. These list the branch, name of the individual, and of value to
those doing genealogy, the names of the father and mother, the birth date, sometimes the date of
blessing, the baptism date and those who performed the ordinance and other pieces of
information depending on who made the entry. The value of these records can best be
understood by seeing actual examples ofentries, two of which were chosen randomly for this
purpose:
Example 1: Entry 931 Himauakahi
a male
Born at Kaawaloa, Kona, Hawaii
1806
Baptized by J.K. Ulili on 28 Oct. 1872
Father's name Kalauli
Mother's name Kawaikini
Ordained a priest by Keaupuni 1872
a female
Example 2: Entry 938 Umeume
Born at Kohala, Hawaii on 30 April 1824
Father's name Kaoua
Mother's name Naleloa
Baptized by Keoeoe on 11 Aug. 1903
Book 3 lists the names of members in various branches around the tum of the century for
all islands. Honomakau, North Hawaii is listed as having 31 members, Honokaa branch had 13
while 31 were listed for Niulii. Waimea had 36 on the rolls at the time while Hilo had 58
members listed. Many of the Hawaiians are listed by single names only so this makes research
more difficult because of the use of similar names.
"Transcripts of Records of Members," various branches of the Hawaiian Mission, 1947-59
Basically an enumeration including the names and statistics on members by district and
branch. The districts at the time included Hilo, Kona, Kau, Kohala and Hamakau on the Big
Island. Kona was divided between North and South Kona in some of the volumes. These records
can be very helpful in determining branch membership at a particular time. As names and dates
are listed, these records can provide clues to both church and family history.
Photo collection of chapels on the Big Island (to be discussed by Riley Moffatt)
Approximately 30 photos and files on early chapels on the island of Hawaii. These
include negatives and multiple views in some case. There is much left to do in documenting and
organizing this collection. These are of great value to church history research.
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Genealogy of Members ofHonomakau (branch), Hawaii (late 1800s/early 1900s)
Shows members and relationships of members of the branch during that period. Only a
portion of this bound volume is filled.
"Hawaiian Mission History, Land Exchange Transfers for Chapels,"
Example 1: Letter from Honokaa Sugar Company dated May 20, 1933 continuing the
$1. 00 yearly lease of the land occupied by the Waipio branch chapel.
Example 2: Conveyance ofland at Laupahoehoe, near Hilo and several other plots of
land around the islands (Deed signed by Heber J. Grant on December 1, 1927).
"Hawaii Islands, Central Pacific Mission, Names of Members and Missionaries" (1944-50)
Lists the name, baptism date and information, :frequently the names of the parents, dates
of births and blessings, dates of marriage and to whom, and dates of ordination (if applicable).
An excellent family history source on members of the Japanese Central Pacific Mission during
that period.

SPECIFIC MISSION RECORDS
Records of Kaloka Branch, Hawaii (early 1900s)
Partially filled volume containing information on the members of the branch. Includes
names, dates, positions and other information of value.
Hawaiian Mission Letters (1940s)
Includes letters from around the mission (including some from the Big Island) during the
wartime period. Helpful in seeing problems and concerns in the various branches. This is a
small bound volume limited to but a few years.
Priesthood Advancements (covers 1938-43 for the Hawaiian Mission)
Besides priesthood advancement, this record includes baptisms, confirmations, and the cause of
death for deceased priesthood members.
"Directory, Hawaiian Mission, 1934," photocopy
Lists the various branches and leadership throughout the mission at the time. Contains a
brief history of the Hawaiian Mission.
"Hawaiian Mission Review [Ka Elele o Hawaii], 1944," photocopy
Contains a complete list of the missionaries up to this time as well as information on
many of the chapels and church properties. Lists district officers and boards.
"Hawaiian Mission, Hilo District, " (March 9, 1947-Nov. 26, 1950)
Daily entries from the mission home and branches of the Hilo District of the mission.
"Hilo District Dairy, Hawaiian Mission," (April 1, 1950-September 21, 1959)
Includes programs on the dedication of Oloaa Chapel (June 14, 1954), the Tabernacle
dedication and district conference at Kilauea branch (June 10-13, 1954), the program for the
Keaukaha branch chapel dedication (November 18-21, 1954) and the program for the Hilo
District Conference, December 11-12, 1954.
"Hawaiian Mission History, Land Exchange Transfers for Chapels,"
Example 1: Letter from Honokaa Sugar Company dated May 20, 1933 continuing the
$1.00 yearly lease of the land occupied by the Waipio branch chapel.
Example 2: Conveyance of land at Laupahoehoe, near Hilo and several other plots of
land around the islands (Deed signed by Heber J. Grant on December 1, 1927).
"Hawaii Islands, Central Pacific Mission, Names of Members and Missionaries" (1944-50)
Lists the name, baptism date and information, frequently the names of the parents, dates
of births and blessings, dates of marriage and to whom, and dates of ordination (if applicable).
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An excellent family history source on members of the Japanese Central Pacific Mission during
that period.
"Japanese Mission Reporter" (random copies of mission newsletter from 1939-44)
Includes accounts of missionary work and activities in depth. Also some teaching materials and
answers to missionary questions as well as statistics for the various areas around Hawaii,
including the Big Island.

MISSION HISTORICAL REPORTS
"Hawaiian Mission History, June 7, 1926-December 29, 1947"
Daily entries on activities in the mission and on the missionaries. Also includes statistics
and listing of baptisms, ordinations and even cause of death for deceased members. Many
valuable incidental notes about church history and prominent individuals. Because this volume
covers over 20 years of a crucial period in the growth of the Church in the islands, I have chosen
to include quite a few examples from this volume to illustrate the contents, mission activities and
major events recorded in the mission history:
1) Sister Penikala Keliiaipia of Kana donated land for a burial site on September 28,
1927.
2) Dedication of the Waiohinu chapel on October 22, 1928 with President Waddoups.
Over 500 attended the luau held at the conference.
3) Over 300 in attendance at luau on July 2, 1933 at conference held at Waimea.
4) Conference under President Castle Murphy held at the New Kalaoa Amusement Hall
in Kana with over 275 in attendance. Dedication of mission home in Kohala district and the new
Aleamai chapel by President Murphey on November 3, 1933. Talk in Hawaiian by David Keala
Kailimai.
5) President Grant visits the volcano, returns for a luau and concert in Hilo. The next
day (June 23, 1935) special meetings are held at the Hilo High School Auditorium. President
Grant also planted a banyan tree in Liliuokalani Park, "a special courtesy" extended to him.
This will be "a long remembered event for saints on the island."
6) Saints wake up to fireworks from Mauna Loa (November 21, 1935).
7) Elder D. Arthur Haycock took up labors in the Hilo District of the island of Hawaii
(on January 7, 1936).
8) Apostle George Albert Smith visits the island of Hawaii for meetings around the
island (November 19, 1936).
9) The first Japanese Sunday School was held on October 30, 1938 at the Kukuau
Chapel.
10) Apostle John A Widtsoe and his wife visit the Big Island; he remarked that he was
"glad to be back in Hilo after 22 years" and that it was "a changed city." (November 16, 1938)
11) There was opposition to new efforts to start religious education classes in Kohala.
A Catholic priest told students that the Mormons were teaching "incorrect principles." (May 23,
1939)
12) The Kukuau girl's team won the city championship and garnered great publicity for
the Church. (January 31, 1941)
13) Over 500 people from the outer islands attend the dedication by President McKay of
the Honolulu Tabernacle. (August 17, 1941).
14) President Roscoe Cox was in Kana for the Kana District Conference on Sunday,
December 7, 1941. Conference was held in spite of the news [of the attack on Pearl HarborJ
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with over 200 in attendance at Kalaoa. Mission activities were curtailed by the war.
Missionaries were involved in patrol and guard duties on a rotating basis. Religious education
classes were dissolved and cottage meetings were held only during daylight hours (because of
the blackouts at night).
15) Entry mentions soldiers in the Hilo Gymnasium. (March 22, 1942).
16) Sister missionaries were pulled out and were to return with President Cox (who was
replaced by Mission Secretary Waldrum).
17) Concentration on the Hawaiian language was stressed at a missionary meeting in
Hilo. (August 28, 1942) The same entry notes a "definite upward trend" in proselyting despite
the wartime atmosphere and reduction of missionaries. "The elders at Kona had a wonderful
opportunity to do proselyting work while helping to distribute bunny masks and also in helping
with the inoculations and vaccinations of the Kailua people."
18) "The Hilo District Choir is developing into a source of much happiness and
influence for the members. The number has increased to sixty after two months' meeting."
(September 13, 1942)
19) "The Hilo District got a missionary car. Sister Lau of Honokaa gave her car to the
mission and President Waldron has kindly directed it to the work of the mission." (February 6,
1943)
20) A series of youth conferences were held on the Big Island. For example, there is
considerable detail on the youth conference held in Kona on May 8, 1942. The youth played
volleyball, sang and participated in a hula contest. "Prizes for winners of water sports" were also
awarded. The "king" chosen over the festivities was Walter Hing.
21) Brother William Sproat from the Kohala District was asked to speak at the Oahu
Stake Conference on August 2, 1943. A couple of his comments are worth mentioning:
"I was converted to this gospel in ... 1927 .... When I say I was converted, I didn't know all
about the Church. I didn't realize the scope of this work and the deeper I get into it the more I
realize what I don't know about it. There is something about this Church that a man just can't
escape. When you get to work in it, you don't have time for anything else, the deeper you get
into it the harder it is to get out and finally you get so deep into it that you don't want to get out."
Brother Abel Mattoon of the Hilo District also spoke: "I am reminded of a famous saying of
King Kamehameha IIIl, the life of the land shall be preserved in righteousness." "To you, my
people, the children of this land, we have leaned heavily on the missionaries. They are about to
be taken and we are going to be lost. We Hawaiians sell our lands and come to the cities for the
big money. We are going to regret this, for the land will not be ours. All my life I have tried to
live the Word of Wisdom; that's why I am young looking. I am 50 years of age; isn't that
something worth living for, my people?"
22) "The Kukuau Branch held its M.I.A. Dance in the Hilo High School Gym. Hundreds
turned out; no colored soldiers attended the dance [this time]. The dance was one of the most
successful that has been held in recent days. (December 4, 1943)
23) "Mission membership records were transferred to the Laie Temple Bureau of
Information." (June 2, 1944)
24) "President Murphy departed for Hilo to tour the island of Hawaii to check books on
record, as they are to be turned over to the local brethren during the absence ofregularly called
Mainland missionaries." (July 27, 1944)
25) "Government lease on Church's recreation hall at Kamuela, Hawaii, being
terminated. Hall was left in bad condition after being vacated by the Marines." (March 7, 1945)
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26) "Apostle [Harold B.] Lee and President Murphy went by auto to Hawaii. A meeting
was held at Keaukaha with 106 present. Good spirit prevailed. Apostle Lee is a most unusual
man. Inspires all with a desire to work for others." (July 23, 1945)
"Japanese/Central Pacific Mission History" (October 21. 1937-December 25, 1949)
Parallels the Hawaiian Mission history but not as thorough. Skips 1946 and lists monthly
entries by district from 194 7 to the end of 1949. The following entries relate to the Big Island
and show the activities of the missionaries and activities involved with the mission to the
Japanese on the island of Hawaii within the context of the war and opening of a new mission in
Japan in 1949-50:
1) "First [Japanese] M.I.A. held in Hilo-80 in attendance." (March 14, 1939)
2) "A Primary was started in Hilo-100 children present. It was held at the Waikeawaena
School." (May 26, 1939)
3) "An assistant manager of the Hilo Sugar Company gave Elders Thomas and Mason
permission to work with the people on the plantation." (January 6, 1940)
4) "Pearl Harbor bombed by the Japanese. The tabernacle choir was singing 'and should
we die before our journey' s through ... all is well' at the time the announcement came through."
(December 7, 1941)
5) "Missionaries helped the police officers patrol their districts during the 'blackout'."
(December 11 , 1941)
6) "Elders Harding and Dyckes are teaching school for the city of Hilo at the Waiakea
Social Settlement. They teach the ih grade in the community. This is an emergency condition
due to the war." (December 21, 1941)
7) "During the past 4 years in the islands, there have been as many baptisms as there
were in 23 years in Japan." (March 1, 1942)
.
8) "Kana district is going to be closed because of the lack of elders." (June 8, 1942)
9) "Conference was held in Kamuela, Hamakua District, Hawaii with the saints of both
missions and many servicemen. Brother Lee spoke." (July 24, 1945)
10) "A special prayer meeting was held due to the surrender of Japan." (August 14,
1945)
11) "President George F. Richards and the mission presidents continued their visit on the
island of Hawaii. Holding a meeting with the missionaries in Hilo. In the evening all attended a
luau in honor of Apostle and Sister Richards." (December 13, 1947)
12) "The Mission Orchestra arrived to play dances and concerts on the Big Island."
(August 9, 1948)
13) "Hilo District sponsored a variety show in the Hilo Armory to raise [money for]
clothing for Japan. It was met with much success and a large batch of clothing was collected."
(November 25, 1948)
14) "President [Matthew] Cowley left for Hilo, Hawaii to attend conferences." (March
11, 1949)
15) "In the afternoon President Matthew Cowley dedicated the new Hawaiian Mission
Home and the property." " ... a special session was held for the members of the Central Pacific
Mission for the purpose of organizing the Hilo [Japanese] Branch. Brother Iwaichi Kodani was
chosen and sustained as branch president." (March 12-13, 1949)
16) "A conference was held in Waimea for the Honokaa, Kohala, and Waimea Districts.
The morning session was held in Japanese and the afternoon session was combined with the
Hawaiian Mission." (November 6, 1949)
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"Quarterly Historical Report, Hawaiian Mission" (January 2, 1946-January 25, 1953)
The 1946 tidal wave and 1950 ernption ofMauna Loa are among the major events
reported during this period on the Big Island. This was also a busy time of recovery from the
war and the consolidation of the missions:
1) "There is no branch report for Kihalani, Hilo District, this month because of the giant
tidal wave which destroyed the home of John Aikona, the Branch President. All tithing collected
and all branch records were swept to sea." (April 1, 1946)
2) "President Castle H. Murphy proposed a building project for a tabernacle at Hilo.
This is a special activity .. .. " (September 14, 1946)
3) A very inspirational story (2 pages) told by Sister Lucy Akiona about the experience
of the tidal wave at Laupahoehoe Point on the island of Hawaii is included as part of the
December monthly report from Kohala District She was swept out to sea and was saved by the
miracle of prayer. (December 18, 1946 entry)
4) Under deaths for the Hilo District: Daniel Akiona and Kathleen Aina were listed as
dro\vning (by the tidal wave) on April 1, 1946.
5) "Around 400 people attended the May Day Program held in the Hilo Gymnasium,
under the sponsorship of the religious education classes. The entire gymnasium was decorated
with a truckload of fem and flowers, which, together with the background scenery for the stage,
simulated a near-perfect illusion of an outdoor setting for the program. This included a Hawaiian
Pagaent symbolizing the eight Islands and the Coronation of the Queen; the dramatization of a
Hawaiian legend and a Hawaiian Fashion Show." (May 1, 1948)
6) "All the missionaries in the Hilo District were invited to the Makaio home for dinner
and there broke a fast that had been carried on by the missionaries for nearly 48 hour~ in behalf
of Brother Makaio, who had been suffering severe pain from an injured eye." (January 2, 1949)
"President E. Wesley Smith, in company with President Ralph E. Woolley, of the Oahu Stake,
arrived at Hilo, Hawaii for a meeting with Dr. W. H. Hill pertaining to the Waiakea Sugar
Company mill property. Elder Chester H. Nelson met them at the airport and visited the
property. They then met with Dr. Hill and preliminary arrangements were made to purchase the
beautiful piece of property, eight square acres, and large home for the headquarters on the Island
of Hawaii and for the building site of a tabernacle." (January 22, 1949) This entry was
accompanied by an article in the Star-Bulletin announcing the sale.
7) The dedication by Elder Matthew Cowley (on March 12, 1949) is included in full text.
It ,was truly a special occasion on the Big Island.
8) Apostle Cowley returned to Hilo on May 30, 1949, where he set apart four missionaries for the new mission in Japan and addressed a group of missionaries and saints.
9) The inspiration and circumstances behind the creation of the Mission Orchestra is also
related in the account for July 1949. Originally organized "to stimulate a great appreciation for
music among the members in Hilo," the orchestra became a huge success around the Big Island
as they played for many dances and activities. They even played for a dance at the Chinese
Christian Church and one sponsored by the Junior Young Buddhist Association: "At this dance
they gained wide recognition as being the smoothest orchestra on the island."
10) An article in the Hilo-Tribune about the dedication of the new recreation hall at
Waiohinu (appears on January 6, 1950 along with the particulars of the branch and the
dedication).
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11) The consolidation of the Hawaiian and Central Pacific Missions was announced in
Salt Lake City on February 3, 1950. The article regarding this is included in the mission history
along with the announcement of President Clissold being assigned as the new president
(replacing E. Wesley Smith of the Hawaiian Mission and Melvin Weenig of the Central Pacific)
of the Hawaii Mission.
11) "Mauna Loa erupted and sent several streams of lava through the south end of the
district driving about 45 members of the Church from their homes. One L.D.S. home was
destroyed. No serious injuries were reported; the Opihala Branch has temporarily discontinued
holding their meetings due to the eruption." (June 1, 1950)
12) Many members go to Maui for the commemoration of the 1ooth anniversary of the
Church in Hawaii. Special guests include President George Albert Smith and family and
relatives of George Q. Cannon. A special centennial conference and pageant were also held in
Honolulu in August (1950).
13) "Elder Eugene Sturgill writes: 'On New Year's Eve, we had a service starting at
10: 00 P .M ., and after the sacrament was served and after we had a couple of short talks
concerning the meaning ofNew Year's, we had a testimony meeting for almost an hour and a
half. All who came had a spiritual feast. It was wonderful'." (December 31, 1950)
14) "The missionaries living at the Waiohinu mission home felt as if their lives had been
spared when they felt inspired to go to Pahala to spend the night. During the night a terrible
earthquake came which hit the hardest at Waiohinu. It broke the refrigerator letting all the
ammonia gas escape into their sleeping quarters, and had they remained home death would have
probably resulted. Such an experience certainly shows the Lord's constant protection of his
servants." (August 21, 1951)
15) "Apostle Moyle flew to Hilo to meet President Nelson. He arrived in tiip.e to meet
with the missionaries . . . .. He came to Hilo primarily to check over the two proposed building
projects and visited both building sites at Kilauea and Keaukaha. He recognized the needs of the
branches and will recommend that both projects be approved. In the evening Apostle Moyle
spoke to a large group of saints assembled in a district meeting specially arranged for him."
(May 20, 1952)
16) A brief history of Opihali chapel in the South Kona District written by President
Dean Parker. How the saints reclaimed a chapel damaged in the lava flow. (December 4, 1952)
The chapel was dedicated on June 21, 1953.
17) The groundbreaking of the new Kukuau chapel took place on July 27, 1953 on a
site dedicated for a mission home and chapel by Elder Cowley.
"Quarterly Historical Report, Hawaii Mission" (March 31, 1954-December 30, 1958)
The districts report the events of each month in order. This includes the Hamakua, Hilo,
Kona and Kohala districts from the Big Island. A few examples of the activities follow :
1) "The district Gold and Green Ball was held in the Waimea gymnasium and was
deemed a great success. Music was provided by the local members and the decorations were
taken care of by the Waimea Branch. A large attendance includes some inactive members and
some non-members." (March 27, 1954)
2) Two severe earthquake shocks were felt in Hilo this morning, one at 6:30 and one at
8:30 A.M. Quite a lot of damage was done in the Downtown stores as many things fell from the
shelves. The walls of some of the houses were cracked. Old timers said it was the worst quake
since 1909." (March 30, 1954)
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3) "An excellent concert the evening of June 1oth commenced the dedicatory celebration
of the new $100,000 Kikauea Branch Chapel and District Recreation Hall .... The concert was
presented by the Kilauea Branch, with varied musical and dance numbers and was held in the
spacious Recreation Hall ... (June 10, 1954) The full text of the dedicatory prayer by Elder
LeGrand Richards is listed along with a complete description of the new facilities.
4) President Haycock takes the survey committee for the new college in Hawaii around
the Big Island. A big luau was held in Hi~o on Saturday and the group attended Church services
on August 1, 1954.
5) Elder George Q. Morris along with President Haycock goes to the Big Island to
dedicate the Keaukaha Chapel. It was announced in the morning's paper that Laie was to be the
location of the new college and Dr. Reuben D. Law the president. (November 19, 1954)
6) President and Sister McKay visit Hilo prior to the dedication of the ground for the
new junior college. He is warmly welcomed and he speaks to an overflowing audience of 667 at
the Kilauea Branch Chapel (on February 9, 1955). This was a "big day" because the saints were
able to have "the privilege of meeting with the Prophet of the Lord." "We all attended the
meeting tonight and were filled with the spirit of the Lord. President McKay gave a wonderful
talk which uplifted everyone spiritually." (from the Hamakua District report)
"Quarterly Historical Report, Hawaii Mission" (March 31, 1959-March 31, 1964)
1) "Promptly at 10: 00 A.M this morning the whistle blew announcing that Hawaii
became the 501h state!!! This set off all kinds of celebration activities that were to be continued
for several days." (March 12, 1959)
2) "There were 20 members of the Waimea Branch who went to Laie for the temple
excursion. Of this group there were 14 young people who did baptismal work for the dead.
Sealing and endowment work was done by the older people." (July 6-11, 1959)
3) "The movie "The Ten Commandments" was enjoyed by 22 members o(the M.I.A.
as their activity this month. The movie was at the Rawi Theater." (report of September 12,
1959 from the Hamakua District)
4) "The North Hawaii District and South Hawaii District were combined and called
the Hawaii District and the following men were sustained as officers of the Hawaii District:
President, Richard Hatfield, set apart by President Harry V. Brooks; 1st Counselor, William K.
Sproat, and 2nd Counselor, David K. Kailimai .... "(January 28, 1962)
"Quarterly Historical Report, Hawaii Mission" (March 31, 1966-Setember 30, 1969)
The reports become more and more centered on the mission president and the mission
home, though there are occasional entries about members from the Big Island, including:
1) "President and Sister Poulsen went to the Laie Temple where they were privileged
to see 5 of the mission couples from the Hawaii District sealed to one another for time and all
eternity. Brother and Sister Roy Rubio (Kilauea Branch), Brother and Sister Harvey Auna
(Honokaa Branch), Brother and Sister Richard Tasaka (Honokaa Branch), Brother and Sister
Moses Serrao (Kilauea Branch), and Brother and Sister William C. Kurasjoge (Keei Branch).
(April 8, 1966 report)
2) :"District Roadshow was held at the Waiohinu Branch recreation hall. Waimea
Branch, which had traveled the farthest, 120 miles, presented the 'Three Little Pigs' in song and
narration. Also presented was 'Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs,' Japanese Style. 'School
Daze' was Keei Branch's pun-filled presentation. Keaukaha Branch featured the 'Hupo
Politicians,' a satirical presentation with promises and challenges. All the branches did very well
and everyone enjoyed the evening. Refreshments were also served." (October 29, 1966)
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3) District conference is held in Hilo with Elder Gordon B. Hinckley as the featured
speaker. It was a very inspi1ing event for both missionaries and members. (August 5-6, 1967)
"Historical Report of the Hawaii Mission" (July 1, 1972-December 31, 1977)
Now, mostly a chronological list of mission events with fewer visits to the Big Island.
"President Cannon received a telephone call from Elder James Paramore, Secretary to
the Council of Twelve, requesting that he attend the funeral of President Aley Auna (of the Hilo
Stake) in Hilo on Tuesday and represent the First Presidency and Twelve." (May 7, 1976)
"Historical Report of the Hawaii Mission" (January 2, 1972-December 31, 1976)
Most of this record overlaps the above mission report.

MISSION SCRAPBOOKS
Hawaiian Mission Scrapbook (January 26, 1949-December 31, 1949)
Contains a variety of clippings, pictures and memorabilia. Articles on the Big Island
include the Star-Bulletin article on the purchase of the former Waiakea Mill Company residence
(January 26,, 1949), an article in the Church News (January 26, 1949) entitled, "Hawaiian
Mission Orchestra Organized," an article in the Hilo paper on Elder Cowley's visit to Hilo (dated
March 10, 1949), and another copy of the prayer given by Matthew Cowley at the dedication of
the new mission home and grounds at Hilo (March 12, 1949). There is also a clipping of a photo
of those attending the dedication of the mission home and an article from the Church News about
swi1mning classes in the Hilo M .I.A. (April 3, 1949). The Hilo Tribune-Herald featured the
Gold and Green Ball at the Waimea gym in the May 28, 1949 edition. Another clipping in
Japanese from the Hawaii Times features the Mormon Hawaii Mission Orchestra (August 29,
1949) while additional Japanese articles discuss the Mannon welfare program and Japanese
Christmas drama put on by the youth. A nice 1949 photo of the orchestra is also included.
Hawaiian Mission Scrapbook (1950)
The 1950 box contains considerable material on the centennial in Hawaii. There is little
on the saints from the Big Island in this box (except as they pa1iicipate in the centennial).
Hawaii Mission Scrapbook (1951-53)
The announcement of the building of a tabernacle in Hilo appears in the Hilo TribuneH erald on July 24, 1953 (at a price tag of $150,000). There was also an aiiicle about the
groundbreaking on the 27th of July. Most valuable are pictures of groups at the groundbreaking
with the names listed on two of the six photos. Programs for conferences in East and West
Hawaii held in May 1953 are also included. Listing of the songs and names of participants at the
various meetings can be very helpful in research. Another copy of the history of the Opihala
Chapel of the South Kona District is also in the scrapbook. There are also news clippings on
leadership changes in the Church, especially the passing of President George Albert Smith and
clippings about the new President David 0 . McKay.
Hawaiian Mission Scrapbook (January 1954-December 1958, Box 1)
Included are a program for the Kona District Conference (October 23, 1954), a farewell
testimonial for Elder Bruce K. Neyers at the Kilauea Tabernacle (September 29, 1954), a
program for the combined Kohala and Hamakua District Conference (October 12-13, 1957), and
photos of the Waimea Chapel and Waimea Gym taken in May 1955. 011 the reverse side is a
picture of Elder Spencer W. Kimball and President Haycock placing articles in a box for the
cornerst9ne at Waimea on February 10, 1~56 along with a group picture in front of the chapel.
These pictures are absolutely priceless. An in-depth article about the members building the
Wairnea Chapel in Kamuela appears in the Hilo Herald-Tribune on January 1, 1956, entitled

"Faith and Sweat Build New LDS Church." The dedication program with Elder Kimball
involved for the Waimea Chapel is dated February 10, 1956.
Programs for the Hilo District Conference, Kau District Conference, and Hamakua
District Conference, all three held in May 1956 are also in the scrapbook. Also included are the
Sunday and Youth meeting schedule for the Kana District Conference held in October 1954
along with the same districts December program. The December district conference for Kana is
also in this box. Though out of place, there is also a program for the dedication of the Hilo
Tabernacle and the various events associated with it (June 10-13, 1954). Included as well are
three nice pictures of the recently completed building and adjoining mission home and an article
about the constmction. There are also a rare series of pictures of a conference at Kilauea Chapel
in 1955 in which President McKay speaks and is honored. The dedicatory program for
Keaukaha Chapel (dedicated by Elder George Q. Morris in November 1954) is attached to a
scrapbook page. A large picture, folded over, taken at the time of the dedication of the Hilo
Tabernacle showing a large group of missionaries and leaders standing in front of the chapel,
dated June 13, 1954. The program for the reunion is on the reverse side.
Special honors went to LDS students in Hilo in 1956 with Jeanette Naomi Makaio named
Miss Aloha Hawaii and Allan Ai receiving a prestigious scholarship and European trip from the
National Friendship Society. Several congratulatory leaders laud the Kilauea Chapel and there is
a dedication program for the Olaa Chapel, which was dedicated by Elder LeGrand Richards.
This one is hard to read because of the liberal application of rubber cement and its damaging
effects.
Hawaii Mission Scrapbook (January 1954-December 1958, Box 2)
This box contains, at least, a dozen clippings relating to the Big Island as well as more
district conference programs.
Hawaii Mission Scrapbook (January 1958-September 1965
The program of Elder Sterling W. Sill's visit to the Hilo and Kau Districts on Janauary
31, 1959 is pasted to a page next to the district conference schedule. The North Hawaii District
(now Kohala, Hamakua and Kana) Conference program in April and the South Hawaii program
the next month are also included. Subsequent programs through 1960 are in the box. Two color
pictures of district and branch presidents in front of the Hilo mission home, dated September
1962 are pasted to a sheet while two pictures of Relief Society sisters taken at the same time
have come loose in the box. There are also several clippings, missionary farewell programs, and
youth conference programs. The box is crowded and there is little organization, however.
Hawaii Mission Scrapbook (September 1965-December 1970)
The material in this scrapbook is much neater but many of the clippings are missing
dates. A program for the missionary conference in the Hawaii District(January 4-6, 1968) is
included along with several Relief Society training programs used during the period. It appears
as if the mission is keeping less as time goes by.
Hawaii Mission Scrapbook (January 1973-December 1977)
Although a couple of articles relating to the Big Island are included, the majority of
clippings relate to national news (particularly Blacks and the priesthood and attacks on
Mormonism). This is the last and least fruitful of the scrapbooks.

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS
Collectively, for clues in reconstrncting the history of the Church on the Big Island and
the various districts and branches, these sources are extremely valuable. They also may help in
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some instances with family history and the identification of individuals in history. The BYUHawaii Archives continues to solicit donations of materials and photos and we desire to create a
center for the study of the Church in Hawaii. This dovetails with the purposes of the Mormon
Pacific Historical Society, organized in 1980 on our campus. We continue to search for
clippings and photos that are of value to researchers and ask for the support of the public to help
obtain copies, and if possible, originals. We treat these materials with respect and are grateful
for any donation, large or small. The Big Island is entering a new century and has a gleaming
new temple at Kona. There is already much pride in the history. This conference is important
because it acknowledges the contributions and legacy of the people on this island. Hopefully,
these resources (and others at other repositories) will be of value in better understanding this
legacy and those who served the Church in this part of the vineyard. Maybe some day, too, this
can all be put together in a fascinating history of the Church on this island.
*Greg Gubler is University Archivist and a professor of history at the Hawaii
Campus of Brigham Young University.

Sister Abbey Kailimai
History of Honomu Chapel
March 24, 2001

... The Kihalani Branch, which is the Laupahoehoe area. You'll be passing
Laupahoehoe area as you go out to Kona today. And this whole new branch was made
up by these few branches. If you look Kahua Village, where the church had its beginning
here, in Honomu there was no chapel. And so the meetings were held in the homes of the
members. And so when missionaries or visiting authorities or mission leaders came to
Hawaii they would live in the homes of the different members and held meetings in the
homes of the different members. And so, for our district here that went from Kahua about
four miles back and then travel all the way around and came up here to Honomu and then
the next little town/village - it's not a town, just a little village, and then backWaimea and
then Hakalau. And those were the areas that they listed at that time.
My great grandfather, Samuel Kailimai, was a member of that Kahua branch
presidency and I learned that he also served in local mission. It doesn't say where.
Maybe just right in this area. And then on January 2, 1924, a chapel was built. And I
don't know if you can see this chapel well (showing picture). But before the plantations
all stopped working this whole area on to Hilo was just covered with cane fields. And so,
if you look at this you can see the chapel right in the middle. And this is just up the road
a way on the old road there, as Pres. Nishibashi mentioned, and about a mile and a half
back is where I lived.
And just about 1000 feet towards the Hilo side of the island is where this chapel
was built. And so you're looking at 24 members held meetings ... in this chapel. Now
there were only two meetings held there: Sunday School at 10 o'clock in the morning and
they have what they call, General Meeting. I don't know if some of you old timers
remember that. Back in those days it was not called sacrament meeting. It was General
Meeting and when we held Sunday School. It was a small chapel. So the adults had their
classes in the chapel. The other classes were held outside of the chapel ... took benches
out. One class was on one side of the chapel, one on the other. And if it rained, my Dad
had a little cottage down below the chapel where my great aunt lived. And so if it rained
the two classes that usually had theirs outside the building would go down to grand aunt's
place.
And then in the 1920's the church moved down into a little town down here. Not
into a chapel, but into a store, and the meetings were held there just for a short while. A
chapel was built and they moved into that chapel and we had very many good times
there. In August of 1957, the Kihalani branch merged into the Honomu branch. And later
the entire membership moved in to Hilo to the Kilauea branch where Bro. Borges talked
about that Kilauea ward there. In October 1977 the state presidency announced a
dependent branch of Kilauea, so Honomu branch became independent branch of Kilauea.
And our stake president now, John Sakamaki was at that time the president of that
dependent branch. And the membership including members living in the Pokaipu area
right on to Laupahoehoe and then later on the membership included people living in the
Ookala area which is past the Laupahoehoe area. Although we were a little branch we
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took part in all of the activities that church had. We had drama and music, dancing,
sports.
One of our favorite activities that we like to do was on Pioneer Days we looked
fo rward to Pion er Ol1tings, especially in the early years of the church bec.:rn e we went
all the way from Punaluu . .. And we had a whole day picnicking there with the other --branch. Now tbe mother of the babies and little children were taken on car. . The rest of
us had to walk until all of the children and the little children and the babies and the
mothers were brought to the destination. Then the car would come back and pick us up.
We had walked half way already, perhaps four miles we had to walk. But in those days
walking was enjoyable. Now, you got to get in the car ju t to go down to the store like
you don't walk anymore. But in those days we had to walk and we enjoyed it.
The branch at one time owned a bus. And the branch president at tbat time would
go and pick the members up all the way from where he lived and bring them to church
because not everyone had cars. And that was very good for the members that didn't have
cars.
I'd like to make this very short because Brother Moffat, I got a call from Sister
Delores, and she is waiting for you to get there. So I'm going to cut this short. You need
to call her before you leave so she can be at the chapel when you get there.
We had many good times. Another thing we liked to do at that time is go all the way
out to Kawaihae and spend two or three nights at campout. All the branches they all did
that And we go out there and go fishing, have games, compose songs - I know I
belonged to a little group ... and we had a composer ... (sings a song).
Even though we we're a little branch we took part as if we were a ward. And we
had drama and music. The chapel that is up on the highway is a two story building and
almost every other week we had dancing going on because a lot of the non-members
enjoyed dancing because there was no dan cing at all in our own village. And so when the
LDS people put on a dance they all came out and that was one way we had them coming
to MIA, through the dance program. I think Brother Moffat that's all I have. On January
27 we moved here for a dedication. The chapel was dedicated. And like every good
story, the members of new chapel will enjoy this chapel happily ever after.
B.J. Lee: (Recommends a book written by Castle Murphy in which he mentions many
nice things about Kailimai).
That Kailimai, that was my uncle. I married a Kailimai. Hawaiian style you're
not supposed to marry a close relative. Supposedly we wereJirst cousins. But this is how
the story goes. His natural born father was a Keamo, Henry Keamo who was hanai'd, or
Hawaiian Style adopted by my Uncle, David Keala Kailimai. And my aunt and uncle
didn't have any children. So when Keamo's first child, David, was born she gave that
child to my Uncle and Aunt who didn't have any children. And so he was named David
Kauluwehi Kailimai. I don't know why the Jr. was added on because he wasn't junior
because my uncle's name was David Keola Kailimai. And I don't know throughout the
years what happened but we wanted to get married. My parents said, "No, that's your
first cousin ... " And Pres. Castle Murphy who was a very close missionary friend of my
uncle and very close to our family and so one day when Pres. Murphy was here I said,
Pres. Murphy we want to get married and you need to explain to my parents and he did.
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Sister Abby Kailimai, Brother Rex Frandsen

Sister Delores Ramos

Sister Margaret Loo

21

Sister Delores Ramos
History of Honokaa Chapel
March 24, 2001

Much idea came to this Ward in 1954. And when they asked me to help with this
history of it - why me - is it because I'm the oldest now. And I hope it's not because I'm
the oldest. And it was so that the he said, honey just today, and just to talk because Sister
Chong, who is the matriarch of our ward, was not able to be here because she's in the
hospital. And so I was grasping with trying to find out some of the history with the
Ward that has to do with this area. And I was very happy to be able to interview Sister
Tom and Sister Margaret and they will tell you. And Margaret has consented to come
and help me today.
We look back into the area of the church, being the founders of this area, in about
the early 1850. It was a man that lived in Waimanu Valley. Well he was in Pololu and
which is op Kahala side and by canoe came over into the valley, Waimanu, and then into
the valley of Waipio. It was actually the grandfather of Sister Loo's husband.
This man brought with him the gospel into Waipio, and about sixty to seventy
people attended the chapel everyday. They built a chapel in Waipio Valley and they built
a chapel there, had as many as sixty to seventy people on Sundays every week. The older
people stayed in the chapel to have their classes while the children had their classes out
on the lawn of the Church next to them. There were four religions in the valley at that
time. They were the Protestants, the Catholics, the Chinese Church, and the Mormon
Church.
The missionaries lived in Honokaa, which is here, and really the top of Waipio
Valley is about nine miles away from this chapel, and then they had to walk a couple of
miles down the road. And all of this was done by foot. The missionaries went into
Waipio Valley and stayed about two or three days in the valley and worked and lived and
talked with the people. And they had their, I don't know if you remember, Cottage
Meetings. I'm that old; I can remember' em. They spoke their language, ate their food
that the people prepared for them.
Paul Nakanelua was this man that brought the gospel into Waipio. His roots have
extended into Honokaa and produced three bishops and many priesthood leaders. His
daughter, Martha, married Edward Loo, and had sixteen children. They produced the
bishops. These were the people that produced these bishops. Sister Lily Chong, for some
of you that know her, was brought up in the valley. Her father was a first counselor to
Paul Nakanelua. Her father married again. Her mother died when she was very young
and her father married again. Her dad served as counselor and to other officers in the
church under several different Presidents.
They were called Branch Presidents at the time. Lily remembers much of the
time that she spent in this valley. The church was also established in Kalopaa, it's about,
you past it, it's about three miles out of this area. There was a building there, and there
was no land. It was not owned by the church. It was donated to the church to use as long
as they were using it as a church and when the church gave it up, it wasn't too long ago
because I remember going there in the 50's to farm in the welfare garden. Sister Lily

Chong remembers the welfare garden as raising potatoes and taro and means for the table
and giving it to the poor members of the church.
When this church left this area, all of the people moved their membership into
Honokaa. The other place that we also had a piece of property was Kukaiau. And
Kukaiau is about seven miles away from here and you passed it along your way. In
Kukaiau, the church owned a piece of property in this area. But Sister Chong does not
remember any chapel there. She remembers going to meetings in the homes of Sam
Kawaihoopolio and Abby Kekoolani. And they conducted these meetings in their homes
and had missionaries come and spend time with them.
The land was turned into a cemetery and on it and very recently given to the
Catholic Church because many of their members were buried on their property. I
remember receiving a call from Mr. Pete Gabriel inquiring about our cemetery because
he said he had been informed that his mother had been buried in that land. And it was
really kind of interesting because he really thought his mother was going to hell, being
buried on our property. And he was so, he was frantic, and wanted to dig her body up.
But I gave him the information about where he could get in touch with someone that
would know what to do and where to transfer him. Finally, after a whole bunch of things
that went on between the Catholic Church and him, the Church gave that property over to
the Catholic Church because there were so many of their members buried in our area.
I remember that you met with Sister Abby not too long ago. And as talking to
Sister Abby I remember that Sister Abby says that she used to live in Kukaiau for a while
and remembers having cottage meetings there in her home and in Sister Needham's home
up in the mountain area. And she says that she remembers going to cottage meetings at
the Needham's borne and they met in the garage with only gravel and benches and she
said to Sister Needham. And she said to Sister Needham, "Why are we meeting in
here?" She says, "Well, where was Christ born"? She said, "In a stable." She says,
"well, was he any better, and are we any better than he." And this was the best that she
could offer. And she said you know, you got to tell them that story because they11 know
me. And that was very interesting to find out.
And what was very interesting to find out about us having to deal with these
people in the past was that they remembered all these little things that happened. The
little things that were important to them. The food that they ate and how they went
without. And as a child I could remember going to the Kukaiau Chapel in Hilo because I
was brought up in Hilo. And everybody spoke I;Iawaiian as I was a child, and our
meetings were conducted in Hawaiian. And so we sat through them half bored, you
know. But then when we went to classes we were talked to in English. So that's how we
were learned the gospel when I was growing up in the Ward. And I can remember that a
lot of the chapels around here, in the times before, spoke only Hawaiian and we had very
few books and we had very few magazines to learn from. And so our testimonies were
given to us by those that conducted the meetings and spoke to us.
And I'm glad that I was able to gain this testimony from a mother that did not give
up on me, that a mother that was always true to her faith. And, I was saddened at the
time that my parents went to the temple and that I was not able to go to the temple.
When they let us go to the temple as single people I went to my bishop. And my bishop
gave me permission to go to the temple. And while I was in the temple my mother sat
with me through the whole session and that makes me happy. I'm glad that I've had this

opportunity to speak to you. Our pictures were not ready for us and so I said to the
brethren that I will get them together and have the pictures of these past areas and places
sent to you so you can put them in your binder.
And what was really coincidental. I'd like to tell you something. May I share it,
Margaret? I had interviewed Margaret and asked her if she could please help me with
this today because she is really from this area and from this ward and her inlaws are those
people that were strong in the gospel and these are the people that built up this ward to
where it is today. And Margaret came to me the other day when I gave her the
information that I had typed out so that we could have some kind of plan. She said to me,
"Delores, you must of known." And I said, "Known what?" And she said, "The Bishop
called me into the office to be the Historian of the Ward." And I said, I didn't know that.
I knew that they were looking for one and hinted that I didn't want them to have me be
one and to think it over. And Margaret said, "Well, I got the call. You must have
known." I said, "No, I didn't know." And so Margaret shares this with me and I'm really
happy that she's going to be the historian of our ward because we need to put these things
together and we really don't have very much put together and we're sorry about that. But
I'd like Margaret to share the time from Waipio Valley that they came out of Waipio
Valley into Kukuihaele and from Kukuihaele into Honokaa.

Sister Margaret Loo
Church History in Waipio
March 24, 2001

Aloha. You may look at me, and think I am a haole. Now what is a haole? A
haole is a foreigner, not white skin. Right? Akamai, yeah? But anyway. What I'd like
to tell you is that I'm a convert to the church. I became a convert in the church in 1953,
but I knew the Mormons because some of my teenage friends were Mormons and I
remember attending MIA, the Gold & Green Ball, and things of that sort. But anyway,
and they used to have the MIA in the Kukuihaele school cafeteria because the Kukuihaele
chapel was too small. You remember Sister Ramos saying that the building from
Kalopaa came to Kukuihaele. Well that's not the chapel that is standing now because
they converted it into a home. It was a smaller one. It was like, from the right, this wall
there by the side of the piano and this. Right there. That little area here. That was the
Kukuihaele chapel that I remember as a teenager attending MIA. And they only had that
for meetings. And I remember the branch president there was John K. Thomas. He was
a schoolteacher in Kukuihaele. He also was the principal later on at Kukuihaele School.
Now, going back to Waipio, my husband's grandfather, Paul Hanai Nakanelua,
excuse me, I get emotional, was in Waipio and I remember my father in law telling us
stories and my mother in law because they had this home in Waipio, but when I got
married to my husband they had already moved to Kukuihaele. But being a large family,
my mother-in-law always had family home evening. At that time the church didn't have
Family Home Evening, but my mother-in-law had Family Home Evening.
And so, I remember my mother-in-law and my father-in-law telling stories to us
about Waipio and how her father would do the work of the Lord there, because he was
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the branch president. And whenever somebody was sick in the valley they would hear
the conch shell and when they heard the conch shell they knew that somebody was sick.
And so my husband's grandfather, Paul, would take one of his counselors or whomever
he could get and they would go to the person's home. And I remember my mother-in-law
saying they would not come home until the person was well. And sometimes they would
sleep at the member's home that was ill. And so this was the kind of man that my
husband's grandfather was. My husband was raised by his grandfather.
So, when the people from Waipio started moving out from the valley because a
lot of the families wanted their children to get better education and so they moved out.
And then that's when we had this little chapel in Kukuihaele. And I remember John
Thomas as being the branch president there. And later on, when that chapel wasn't
enough for all of the members because the missionaries were already converting people.
It was too small. And so then what happened, the Kukuihaele had their own two
missionaries. And the missionaries lived right in Kukuihaele village and they started
building, along with the members, started building the chapel in Kukuihaele. And this
chapel that was built, the branch president was John K. Thomas, and the first counselor
was William Hedge, and the second counselor was my brother-in-law, Calley Loo, and
the ward clerk, I don't know if you've ever heard of Sam Kalainaina, who wrote the song
to Hiilawe. He is the original composer to the song, Hiilawe. They were the ones that
were there.
And when they started building that chapel in Kukuihaele, my father-in-law was
not a member of the church because I was already married to my husband. We got
married in 1953. But like I say, I associated with the teenagers that were Mormons and
because in the morning I would perk coffee. And my father-in-law and I would drink
coffee together. We had something in common in those days. But then later on my
father-in-law decided to leave me and he started helping to build the chapel. And my
father-in-law was baptized Oct 25, 1954. That's when he was baptized into the church.
Excuse me, he was baptized in '53. That's right.
Then when the chapel was already finished and everything, and I was married to
my husband, then I would go to church with my husband. I come from a Catholic family
and I would go to church with my husband on Sundays, and then from there I would
come back to visit my mother and what not. But the chapel started to be too small again
for us and Honokaa was depleting. There were very few members--not enough to carry
the program. And so what happened then, I remember being in Kukuihaele for two years;
and then in 1956 we moved to Honokaa. They consolidated the Honokaa branch and the
Kukuihaele branch in 1956. And John Thomas was still the branch president. And then
after John Thomas was released, my husband became the branch president of the
Honokaa branch. And then it was during my husband's time that the church was looking
for property and they purchased this property here and it was, uh, we had
groundbreaking, and my husband got hold of all the inactive young priesthood brethren to
help with the chapel .
And this is just something I would like to share with you, Brother Kailimai;
you've met all Abbey Kailimai. You came from Honomu, well her husband was the first
counselor in the North Hawaii District at that time. And I remember Brother Kailimai
telling my husband, "Brother Loo, have your people come into Hilo and help us build our
stake center because when you build your chapel in Honokaa you're going to need help.
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And my husband told him, "Don't worry Brother Kailimai, whomever I can take into Hilo
to help so be it, but when it comes time to build our chapel, don't worry. I have
everything taken care of."
And sure enough he got all of our inactive young people to come into the chapel
here. Brother Ferrin, from Salt Lake City, Utah, he was our building superintendent. We
had Brother and Sister Short from the Mainland that came here with their three children.
They were the ones that laid all these bricks. Along with Alfred Stroud, who was not
married at that time. He was learning about putting the bricks together. And that's how
he received his trade from that. And from Brother Stroud we had other building
missionaries. We had two from Maui. I remember one was Malaekini. And we also had
some from Kauai. We also had two steady, full-time building missionaries from our area.
I don't know if you're familiar with Brother and Sister Auna. They were our building
missionary mother and father for our ward. And then down at the old chapel we also had
a kitchen. And that's where the missionaries slept, downstairs, the building missionaries.
And Brother and Sister Auna cooked for them in the small kitchen.
I was the Relief Society President at that time. My husband was the Branch
President. And I had the sisters volunteer their services to do the laundry for our
Building Missionaries. And that was no problem. The sisters volunteered willingly to do
the laundry. And so we helped out also with Brother and Sister 'Auna taking care with
feeding the missionaries. At dinnertime they did not have to feed the missionaries. They
just took care of them breakfast and lunch. Dinnertime, the sisters in the ward--because
their husbands and their sons and their daughters were up here helping in whatever way
they can--the sisters cooked dinner and brought it up here. Every night you might say we
had a luau because so much food that the sisters brought. And so the Building
Missionaries ate over here with us until the chapel was finished.
Well, I need to tell you that we have some pictures of the groundbreaking. We
also have pictures of the dedication days that we were not able to put together for you
people, but we will be sending it later on. And before the chapel was to be dedicated we
had services in here already. And before the chapel was dedicated, my husband was
called to the North Hawaii District as the second counselor in the district presidency.
And Brother Sproat, I don't know if you know "Kolohe" Sproat. I call him "kolohe"
because he's a rascal. He has a lot of jokes to tell. Brother Sproat was our District
President. Brother Kailimai was our first counselor, and my husband became the second
counselor. ;
Well, for nine months my husband was in the North Hawaii District as the second
counselor, and our chapel was not dedicated yet. And his brother, Robert Loo, became
the branch president in this chapel here. Then, because we had financial difficulty in our
ward, and many of you old timers know that in those days we had to come up with 20%
of the building. The church paid 80% and we had to come up with 20%. Well, the ward
didn't have the 20%. So they called my husband back to be the branch president again in
this ward. And so when my husband became the branch president in this ward he had,
and in those days we were permitted to do projects. And my husband had a lot of
projects going on. And our ward is noted to make the best kulolo in the state of Hawaii.
I don't know if any of you are going to disagree with me, but a lot of people make kulolo,
but they say can not beat Honokaa Ward. They make the best.
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My mother-in-law, I remember, very good lady. She's pure Hawaiian, my
mother in law. I say she's pure Hawaiian because up there she's still pure Hawaiian; she
didn't change. My mother-in-law, she's a very good lady too. I say that, not because
she's gone, but because it's true, she was a very good lady. So, she headed our projects,
the Kulolo Project. And we made twenty cans, sometimes thirty cans, and we sold all
those cans. We had each priesthood or the single sisters sell whatever they can. And the
rest, my mother-in-law would say, don't worry, I take the rest. I have Margaret here to
help me, and I was her chauffeur. And my mother-in-law, I remember, that's why I am
able to talk so much, is because of her and of course the church. I give all that I am; I
give credit to the church. But anyway, my car would be loaded with kulolo. And
everywhere we'd go. My mother was popular. She knew everybody. She would say,
"Ehh, come, come, come. I get kulolo from our ward." "Yeah, when you folks made it."
"Oh, yesterday." "Come,come,come." Oh, and before you know it she wasjus' selling,
selling the kulolo. And she had some regular old timers. We sold all the Kulolo. And
we made projects like that. Projects and projects.
And sometimes we made laulau also. We made laulau and we sold it. And we
got our 20%. And so after we got our 20%, then we paid our 20%. My husband was still
the branch president. And so one day, President Hinckley, he was the one that dedicated
our chapel. And I remember when President Hinckley came, my son was just a little
youngster. He was about eight years old. And because my husband was a branch
president. I don't know if there are any branch presidents here or former branch
presidents, but my husband always told his priesthood brethren, "Wear your coat and tie
to church. Be properly dressed." And so, my son always came to church in a coat and a
tie. And I guess President Hinckley saw that the little boy was dressed like that, he was
very impressed. And he shook hands with my son. And he told my son, "How are you
young man." And my son said, "fine." "What's your name?" "Jeffrey Loo." "Is that
your Dad, the branch president?" He said, "Yes." "Are you going on a mission?" "Yes, I
am going on a mission." "Well, where do you want to go?" "I want to go to Spain
because my father came from Spain and my background is all Spanish." And President
Hinkley said, "Well, we don't have a mission in Spain now, but I'm sure when the time is
ready for you to go on your mission we will have a mission in Spain." And sure enough
there was only one mission in Spain. Now I believe there's more than four. The last I
remember there were four missions in Spain and at that time my son went to Spain for his
mission.
Going back now, and then we had the 20%, now we were looking forward to,
because at this particular time we belonged to the North Hawaii district. We didn't
belong to Kona. Waiohinu, on the other side of the island, would go to Kona, and we
belonged to Hilo. So now we needed to have attendance because enrollment was so
much, but your attendance is down so we needed attendance. So here, my husband again,
with the priesthood brethren, we got people. And you know what, this was full at one
time. Full. And so we became, when they announced that we were going to conference,
and they announced that we were going to be a ward. Well, we had already told our
members because Brother Loo had gotten the word.
And we went and then my husband became the first Bishop in this Honokaa
Ward. He became the first Bishop in this ward. And then after my husband became a
bishop and then he got released; our bills were all paid. And so, he went to the high

councilman. And after him came the other bishops that followed him were Takashi
Domingo; he is presently now our bishop, that's why I mentioned him. But before that,
we had Ainsley Loo, another brother of his. We had Brother (Emil) Wolfgramm. I
believe he's in Laie someplace. Not too many bishops after that. And brother Howard
Loo, my brother-in-law, another bishop.
We had all together four of my mother in law's sons serving here in this particular
ward. This is how our chapel became what it is today. And we renovated now, like I told
the brother. We needed more rooms this way because we didn't have the two rooms on
the other side. In fact, two on that side and two on this side. The Relief Society room
was kind of small so they added that because we needed more room. That addition was
like about twenty years ago that they added that portion. It's been just about two years
now, we have new carpet, the seats are orange because we're waiting for them to change
the carpet. Up here we have seats instead of our regular seats over here because they're
redoing it.
But, one thing we have taught our children is to respect the building. This is the
Lord's house, whenever you drop anything, pick it up, don't scratch on the walls, take
care of it. So, we as parents here, we look after them. And even I and Sister Ramos, the
two outspoken wahines in the ward. When we see our kamali'i do something wrong we
scold them and the parents say thank you. We're all integrated here; we're all family-like
you know. So this is very good. We have a lot of aloha in our ward. And this is the way
our ward is today.
If you have any questions I'll be more than happy to answer your questions, but
when we were down in the old chapel--it's down on this Maile Street right here--there
was not enough room, but we managed. And that's when I got to know Sister Ramos. I
love Sister Ramos. I served with her as first counselor in the Relief Society and I learned
a lot from her. And she said she learned a lot from me, but I don't know what she learned
because I learned more from her than she learned from me .. ~So this is what our chapel
is all about. I think I left one page out, but, anyway ...
The first funeral, sorry to say, that was Sister Chong's husband. Sister Lily
Chong, our matron, our matron of this ward. We have a lot of aloha from her. I keep
telling her, Sister Chong, when you leave us, where our references. Because she knows
the four works by heart let me tell you. And her husband was the first funeral we had
here and then Sister Chong went and served a mission on the island of Kauai. So this is
how we have what we have today and I'm glad to say that I'm a member of the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints. Because all that I have today I owe to the church.
I come from a family that's hard-headed and the reason I say hard-headed is
because they are all Catholics. I speak from experience; I know. Because when the
missionaries used to come to our home and my mother would invite them in. And my
mother would say, "We're Catholics and we're not going to change." But my mother was
very kind. She offered them juice; she gave them sandwiches. But she did not accept the
gospel. And you know, we have been taught in our homes that Catholic was the first
church on earth and we accepted that, but that is not true. Because there was the Dark
Ages. The apostles were all beheaded. There was no church on earth, no true church.
And so we grew up with that idea.
It was only later on that when I married my husband and I investigated the church.
Because I would go to church with him and Brother Thomas was the Gospel Doctrine

class and I would ask a lot of questions. And what impressed me most about the church
at that time was temple marriage. And I told my husband, "I don't want to marry you
only for this world. I want you for the next world too. And so, because of that more so I
investigated the church and I found out. And so, I learned a lot and all that I am today I
owe to the church. So if you have any questions to ask about the area please do so now
while my mind is still fresh.
Someone: When was this building dedicated?
This building was dedicated in 1964. Because we didn't have any historians we went
from the dedication day and how old my son was and we figured it. So that's how we
came up with 1966. We didn't have historians and nobody wrote anything down. And I
remember how old my son was. And Sister Ramos and I put our heads together. And
she came in with one figure and I said, 11 No, Sister Ramos." Because somebody else had
told us. And I said, "No, Sister Ramos. I remember my son was this old and then that's
when." And she said "yeah." So 1966 it was dedicated.
Riley Moffat: TJrere 's also records of branches in Paahao and Haleakila. Do you
remember any of that?
Ah, Paauhau I don't remember
I'm thinking that maybe Paauhau was just cottage meetings (Delores).
Because Sister Chong is in her nineties and she didn't say anything about a chapel in
Paahao. What she mentioned was Kalopaa and Kukaiau, yeah. So probably it was more
like cottage meetings., you know different places where they would meet.
Riley Moffat: How about Haleakila, down past Kalopaa? The records say there
were 31 member there in 1895.
Oh, 1895! Man! That's probably when the missionaries first went over there. That's a
long time ago. We don't even hear that word now " Haleakila." Any other questions you
want to ask about the area?
So, since you 're a ward now - When did it get changed from a branch to a ward?
Well, this chapel was dedicated in 1966 and two years later that's when ... Well
actually, going onto three that we became a ward because that's when they brought my
husband back and we had to come up with the 20%.
Dale Robertson: This is such a beautifu,l site. How did the Church get this land?
Well, this was ranch land here. Along here and up where the rodeo is. And when
the church first started looking for it my husband was the one that took the area president
around to look. They went downtown. I don't know if you're familiar with the old
Rickard Hotel. It's in downtown. Right now that's where the Salvation Anny is. The
church first looked at that property and said no, that's not big enough. And then they
looked at this property, right by the intersection where the Tex Drive-in is right upside
there's going to be a church over there now. The church went and checked it out and then
they found out later on that there were a lot of caves under there and the church didn't
want to buy someplace with caves.
And then this one became available and then my husband let the area president
know and then they came and said, "This is it, this is it." And this was a hill, all the way
down. This was a hill you know. The groundbreaking. We have pictures that later on
we 1re going to share with you. We sent it to BYU. The ground breaking and you can see
how the property was. And the parking lot wasn't as wide as it is, but we had some
contractors doing some job out in the community and they were looking for some place
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to unload the dirt and so the church let them come and unload the dirt here. So the
parking lot is a little bit bigger now with the yard. And we're still trying to figure out
what we're going to do down. And somebody said, well, put in some more dirt and make
it a yard or maybe put a gym if you can come up with the money. Or whatever.
Riley Moffat: Did I hear that the old church is still down on Maile Street?
Yeah, it's still there
It's still there?
Yeah. The church sold it.
Sold it?
Yeah, they sold it because the church had owned the property. They sold it. The
one in Kukuihaele the church didn't sell it because it was given to the church. Not out
right. It was given to the church with the idea that if the church moved away from there
that they would give it back to the owners. So they gave it back to the owners. The
owners sold it; likewise, with the Waipio property. The Waipio property had belonged to
the church. And I believe the church sold that property also down in Waipio Valley.
Any other questions you want to ask. 10% royalty now, remember that.
Well, Sister Ramos and I enjoyed giving you whatever information that we're able
to, but this information that we gave to you, I'm going to have to redo it now that I've
been called as the Ward Historian. I'm going to start doing books and have new members
that are baptized and those that go onto missions. And keep a record of that. We have
had quite a few missionaries from this ward that we are proud to say. Any more
questions? Let your priesthood brethren know and we'd be more than happy to answer it
later on. But, I say these things to you in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

We would like to recognize and thank Brother Joseph Borges. He did give
us a talk at the Honoka'a Chapel, but due to technical difficulties we were
unable to transcribe the copy.

Dale and Kindi Sproat
History of Pololu Valley
March 26, 2001

Dale Sprout = regular type
Kindi (Clyde) Sprout = bold
Audience and comment = italicized
Where does he stay now?
He's up there in that Old Folks home at the hospital.
aue no ho'i.
aue no ho'i.
What else do you want to know?
My great grandmother was the last Kalaiwaa in Pololu Valley.
And this was the last superintendent of the Ditch Company right here - you 're
looking at him.
My grandfather was the Superintendent of the Ditch Company. And when he
retired my Dad took his place.
Who built the Ditch first?
Hine
Robert Hine.
Hawaiians from kahiko then - built this?
Japanese Labor - Japan.
Was this for the Sugar Cane Company?
Yes, the same man that engineered this job was the same man the built the ACI,
ACI in San Francisco.
What happened to the water?
It's still running.
Still running and everyday they have kayaks going down there.
In the ditch?
In the ditch. Somebody making money on the kayaks.
And then Salon International owns that ditch now. They own these twenty acres.
Twenty thousand acres of Kohala.
So where did they dig this ditch?
They dug it through those mountains.
No more sugar cane, right?
No, out here's the sugar cane.
So is that what they used the water for?
They irrigate the cane, yes, out here. Was haole. One time they had about six, I
think seven plantations in Kohala. You had Milolii, you had Halawa, you had the Union
Mill, Havi, and Star Mill, but Castle & Cook bought them all. And then finally you had
Hawaiian Mill too.
How did you get this property?
But I bought this 22, 42 years ago. I was so broke when I brought this piece
of property. And my Mom and I used to go get lauhala along these cliffs over here.
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Every day, each week we gather lauhala. Every weekend here she and I gathered
lauhala over here and each week we got a least one thousand leaves and my mom
sold them 1 cent a leaf. But at that time the penny went a long way, one cent a leaf.
So when my Mom and I would sit at the graveyard over there. And she said,
when I die I'd sure like to be here. So it always stuck with me. So when this place
came up for sale, I jumped on it. I bought it. But the thing is, I was so broke at that
time when I was a young G.I. I was in the airforce. Young. And I had no money.
And I was so broke I couldn't even pay attention. But I bought it.
And then I got my Dad to borrow the money for me. And then, every month- And I thought I1 d never get this thing paid for. Monthly I paid for this thing. It
went into years. But I finally got it paid off. And when my Mom passed away my
Dad said, do you think it's all right if we bury Mom on that? I said, hey, that's one
of the whole reasons I bought that place was so you bury her there. And she's
buried right over there.
What was the price at that time for the place?
Oh, it was expensive. It was four thousand seven hundred dollars! And this
here. And then you see over there at the house down there? There is a half a acre
of property there that goes up like that. And that was on sale because the lady who
owned that land wanted to sell it too because she wanted to adopt her
granddaughter. And so she put it up for sale. And she put it up for sale for a half of
an acre for $500. It was on sale for a whole year - no takers. And so my Uncle made
a deal with her and he got it. And after he got it he gave it to my Dad. And my Dad
gave it to me.
What year did you buy this property?
Sometime in the 50's. Early SO's. But I was hurting. I was broke. But I
went to work. I worked hard you know. When I was in Oahu I was in the service.
And on my days off I went along the road, and I picked up all because there was a
primo brewery down there in the service. I picked up every primo bottle I could
find. And you know, every gallon and everything. And you know I sold a gallon to
the shoyu company after the war and to the brewery company I sold all of the beer
bottles. And I managed to raise ... I had $600 bucks in the bank. And that's more
money than I've ever had in my whole life. I had $600 and I went, took it to my
cousin. And he says, you got any money? I secure that land for you. He said, how
much you got in that bank? I said I got $600. He said, give me $600. So he went
and made the deal. And this was, actually she wanted $5000 for it. The lady was
asking $5000 for it. But she sold it. But he got her down to $4700.
Dale, you mentioned you tutuwahine. She was the last kala--?
Kalaiwaa of Pololu Valley.
0 wai ka inoa?
Kainoa - Tutu Kainoa.
Tutu Kainoa?
Uh huh. They lived right here, down here, Pololu. They had a place over here
called Kahakea.
Who owns the valley now?
Castle & Cooke owns about half of that and the upper part the State of Hawaii
owns.

They lived there until make(until they died)?
Oh, yes.
Where are they buried?
Down there, down there.
Who did you say owns this?
Castle & Cook own 85 acres and then the rest all the way up to the mountain is
owned by the state of Hawaii.
At that time Hawaii was a territory when they took that. Anything
territorial came under the Federal Government. So that's how the federal
government got that land. And then when the Federal Government got that land
when Hawaii became a state then it was transferred to the state.
Then when they claimed the land, the state, a territory at that time when they were
there. My tutu was still living there. And so they made a boundary, four acres. We still
own the four acres. Down there. The grave and everything all is still there.
At that time the Church still exists. Still exists the chapel?
No more chapel now, pau.
From the beginning to that time, was pau. The leaders, The best person at that
time. . . Still living?
All make (dead).
All make. Only your Dad?
Only my Dad now.
And they sold the place. And the church sold all the extra land that they
had. They sold it because in Kohala you had Wainahala and you had Kokoiki, and
Mahukona.
Close by, all were close by?
No, that time was far enough because you only walk feet those days. No
more car.
And then, at one time, all the land in Kohala - not all, but the sugar land, 20,000
acres, Castle & Cook finally bought it all from the other companies. And they owned
everything. Then, for years, they been raising cane, doing all kinds of things until they
figured, ah, it's not profitable. Then they wanted to do something about it. Then Castle
& Cook owed some money to ... they were in debt you know.
So, they had this man from New York, Murdoch. That's the guy who owns Lanai
now. He bought the land all in here and then he told Castle & Cook. 111 bail you out
from your debt. And then he told Castle & Cook; 111 bail you out from your debt and
three things he wanted. One, he wanted to be Chairman of the Board. And second, he
wanted to own the land that Castle & Cook owned. I can't remember what the third thing
was - I was working at that time. And so they agreed. He paid the debt and then be got
the land. What he really wanted was Lanai.
And so, after he bought the land he didn't come to Kohala for a long time. He
didn't come. And then one time he made a trip here to Kohala. And the day he came to
Kohala - rain. Wind and rained. And he came here and he drove through and he said: I
don't like that land, sell it. And that's how Salon bought it. See Salon is from France Japanese Company from France. They came and then they bought the land. They bought
the whole works. And so, nalo wale ka aina,--too bad!
Have they shed any plans on what they want to do?

They're going to sell it now. They looking at money. Japan broke right now.
They're going to sell. Ok, pau.
I don't know anything about music. All I know is how to sing.
Rex: We'd like to give this over to Jimmy Tohara. Then we11 sing. We have a lot of
good singers with us.

Dale and Kindi Sproat

Kindi Sproat, Wylie Swapp, Merlin Waite,
Dale Sproat, William Jefferies, Mark James
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Jimmy Tohara
Church History in Kohala
March 26, 2001
Aloha. While I was standing here watching, as Dale pointed out the tree over
there, that's just about where we used to live. That's Konokaiki. On our side there's a
Honokanenui, Big Valley. And I'd like to point out one outstanding peak about that
Valley. Way back in 1851, when the first Mormon missionaries came here in Kohala,
they were destined to go to Hilo, but as they passed this Alealenuihaha (channel), the
ocean was so rough that they couldn't go there. Because they didn't have those
motorboats anymore. It was a big schooner. So they came back and they pulled into
Kawaihae.
Then couple days later they tried it again. Finally, they went as far as they could
see - Hilo in the distance, but the Skipper said, we better turn back. If we do go, we 11 all
be in Davey Jones locker. So they came back and landed, I don't know where, but
someplace in Kohala and when they arrived here, this Elder Karen, Thomas Karen from
the states and John Kahumoku, who was a native missionary here. They got off in
Kohala. They were seasick and they were tired. But there were a whole bunch of native
people there waiting for them to preach. And they preached for quite a little while, but
by next month they baptize about 24, 25 of them: Ever since that they've worked over
here, Kohala has been a strong hold for the Protestant church from New England.
And so you have the Bond people over here. A lot of difficulty.
When I first came to Kohala in 1947, I'm from Honokaa, I remember going to the
library and they had Dr. Bond's diary on display and I glazed and I went through it and I
read parts of it where he really didn't like the Mormon missionaries because they gave
him a bad time. Anyway, John Kahumoku was arrested several times because Mr. Bond
was the law and order over here because in 1820, when they did away with the kapu
system, he came over here with the law of the Ten Commandments. And they were
arrested several times for various reasons.
But one of the reasons they were arrested is they charged him with interfering
with the operation of the boys school in Iole and so the missionaries went up to him and
said, why do you use all members as mules? ( because he required all the boys to carry
sand and lumber up from this valley up to Iole, which is that side). And further more
they're not even members of your church. They're our members.
So, they were arrested for interfering with the operation of the school. They were
fined. And then about a month later the judge that sentenced them was converted and
about 19 of the 25 students and teachers were converted to Mormonism and eventually
even the elders were teaching the school. Anyway, this man John Kahumoku was a very
brilliant man and after serving for just several weeks in Kohala and he died. And he died
and he's buried on that west bank of the Honokanenui Valley. And he said - 16 Phantoms
or something. I don't know what, but. They put him in a cave and put a big rock over it.
Just about that time the missionaries converted a well-known Alii, High Chief, in
the district here. And after the burying, the next day, this Alii and several of his Chiefs
came and said, Elder Karen, he said, that man, John Kahumoku is not dead because he
came to visit us last night. It's not only me, but it's the rest of the chiefs. So lets go there

and open him up. And Elder Karen said, no, this is just the spirit telling you. But John
Kahumoku is buried there today.
And many years ago when Brother Sproat's Dad was trying to consolidate all the
Wards or Branches over here to Honomakau. Brother Sproat's Father requested to the
brothers in Salt Lake to change the name of Honomakau because he said that name is not
appropriate as a church because it is a fearful place or scary place. And just imagine
Church of Jesus Christ a scary place or fearful place. So, finally we got it approved.
So at one of the Regional Conferences in Hilo President Hinckley was
conducting. He asked us priesthood if there were any questions. So, since nobody was
asking questions I stood up and asked, President, how do you go about changing the
name of our Ward over here because the name is not too good. And as he looked at my
Stake President from Kona, he said, is that right? And he said, he don't know. But
eventually it was changed. In fact, this year it was changed to Kohala Ward now.
Anyway, John Kohumoku is buried there and the thought came to my mind as
they asked us, what do you want to change it to. And according to the old Sproat, he said
they asked for Kabala Ward, but the Brothers and the Sisters in Salt Lake City said it
sounds so much like Kabala Ward. I said, ey, to the local guys. Kohala and Kahala is
entirely different, but to the Brothers up there they sound the same. Like they say
Hanalulu instead of Honolulu, you know! So, I was thinking, maybe if nothing else, we
call it the Kahumoku Ward, but eventually it became known as the Kohala Ward. That's
about all I got to say about this little thing,
but there were many branches out here
before these churches were built down in
Awiniloa, there around the seacoast.
There were thousands of native
Hawaiians living there. And there were
chapels made out of the grass shacks.
There was in Upolu. There was one there.
There was one in Honoipu. There was one
in Puakea. And there's a lot of things here.
But been living over here. All that I read
in the documents that were written down.
I'd like to know if there's anybody here that
has diaries of the early missionaries.
Complete diaries. So that, to us, words
will mean a lot to us. But to some of you
don't even know where's Honoipu and
things like that. But to us it means so
much. Thank you.
Jimmy Tohara, Rex Frandsen
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Elias Bond and the Mormons in Kohala
by
Dorothy Leilani Behling (photograph to the left)
(Mormon Pacific Historical Society, March 2001)

With characteristic frugality the list is winnowed down to the barest of necessities:
"2 common Bedsteads
2 common Rocking Chairs
1 small birch Dining table
1 Work Table
1 Plain bureau
1 Cook Stove
Kitchen Utensils, very small supply
And a very narrow stock of clothing and bedding."
Adding food stores and water, this is similar to the inventory of other families leaving their homes
on the East coast of America for the distant call cif the great sprawling West. The household goods
could fit easily into one of the Conestoga wagons flowing across the central prairies in recent years.
But, these meager trappings of civilization are not to journey by prairie schooner over land that
November 1840. Rather, from Boston, they are buried in the hold of the merchant ship, Gloucester,
and driven by capricious winds south along the coast of the Americas. They belong to Reverend Elias
Bond and his bride, Ellen Mariner Howell, missionaries to the Sandwich Islands.
The Journey from Boston
Within hours of leaving Boston the tiny vessel encounters a violent gale with lightening and rain.
Those on board think they might capsize but, instead, they lose 18 of their 20 pigs. Three days out,
"nearly all the vegetables were washed overboard, together with all the chickens, salt pork and beef."
The storm increases. Waves crash over the decks, the man at the wheel is knocked down, a watery
grave seems eminent. After several days of this turbulence the crew and passengers emerge relatively
unharmed, but there has been a tragic loss of cargo and supplies. Altogether, 40 to 50 tons of deck
cargo has gone overboard in the storm. When the ship puts in to Rio de Janeiro for repairs, the Captain
says he lacks the funds to replenish the lost stores and livestock, so the travelers are fed "Salt Junk"
during the entire remainder of the voyage.
Passage is slow and tedious. Monotony is relieved only by an occasional passing ship. Water
stores become less and less palatable. Passengers are soon sick at even the thought of salted beef.
The Gloucester takes two weeks to round Cape Horn. The difficulty of this part of the voyage is
pointed up when they encounter a vessel, which must turn around after several unsuccessful attempts
to clear the torturous passage. Then, hugging the coast, the Gloucester puts in at Valpariso before
making a straight course to the exotic, though surely still savage, Kingdom of Hawaii.
Four sets of missionaries, sent by The American Board, travel on the Gloucester with five or six

unnamed passengers. Two couples, Reverend John D. Paris and his wife, Mary, and Mr. William H.
Rice and wife, Mary Sophia, are assigned to the Oregon territory. Reverend Daniel Dole, his wife, Emily
and Reverend Elias Bond and his wife, Ellen Mariner Howell are assigned to the Sandwich Islands
Mission, though, when the ship lands in Honolulu, they discover all eight will remain in Hawaii because
of Indian wars in Oregon.

First Impressions of Hawaii
Journalist Henry L. Sheldon, an early immigrant to Hawaii and ancestor of the Naluai family,
describes Honolulu as he knew it in 1846, just six years after Bond and his company arrived.
"The so-called city of Honolulu of today [1881] is in every particular a very different place
from the village of that name, when I arrived here on the 8th of March 1846, after a voyage of
116 days around Cape Horn from Boston, in the clipper-schooner Kamehameha III, Captain
Fisher A. Newell. There were over one hundred whaleships (sic) in the harbor, closely packed,
three and four side by side . . . . The port, as may be supposed, presented a busy scene. Each of
these 100 or more ships had on an average, thirty persons attached to it as seamen and officers,
amounting in the aggregate to some 3,000 persons, about one half of whom were always on shore
"on liberty," and they gave the town quite a lively appearance. The grog-shops were particularly
lively, and the police-court presented an animated spectacle every morning.
"The streets of the town--or village, as the foreign residents appropriately termed it --were
dusty or muddy thoroughfares, according to the weather, with no pretense to sidewalks.
Indeed, there was no necessary (sic, necessity) for the latter, for there were no horse teams and
hardly a carriage to be seen. When ladies--and sometimes gentlemen--went out to an evening
party or to church on Sunday, they were conveyed in a sort of handcart with four wheels, drawn
by one kanaka and pushed from behind by another. To a new-comer, the sight was grotesque and
a forcible remainder of the partially civilized state of the country, to see a well-dressed white lady
thus pulled and propelled along the street by two bareheaded and barefooted natives, whose only
clothing consisted of a malo and a very short denim frock. Goods were transported from the
wharves to stores on heavy trucks, drawn by a dozen natives, sweating and tugging through the
yielding soil and sand of the streets. Horses were plentiful and cheap, and most foreign residents
kept one or more for riding.
"The most of the houses were of thatch, even down to the business part of the village, with here
and there a stone, or ;more frequently an adobe structure, but generally with a, thatched roof, for
shingles brought around Cape Horn were costly, and Oregon lumber was as yet unknown. It
cannot be denied that the thatched house, when sufficiently high between joints, was a much
more comfortable lodging in this climate than our modem clapboarded and shingled houses ....
"What is now Nuuanu A venue, was then little else than a bridle-path through the taro patches up
the valley and leading to the Pali. There were no pretty cottages such as now line both sides of that
fine thoroughfare, but only here and there a hut of thatch, squatting on the edge of a patch of taro or
sweet potatoes. Ornamental trees had not been introduced, and the only ones to be seen in the village
and suburbs were an occasional kukui or the unsightly hau.
"There were no water-works, the supplies for domestic use and for shipping being obtained from
wells, of which there was one in almost every house-lot. In some of these wells--particularly those

near the harbor--the water rose and fell with the ocean tides. It was more or less brackish, and what
housewives denominate as peculiarly "hard.""
The Bonds in Kohala
After a brief rest in Honolulu, the Bonds are assigned to Kohala District on the Big Island. They will
spend the rest of their lives in this prized ancient land of the alii. It requires 10 days to travel from HonoluJ
to Mahukona, Kohala. They drop off other families along the way. They open the crates containing their
few possessions and unpack the toolbox with which Elias will construct anything necessary for their
comfort. He is very skilled with his hands and a hard worker.
Though Artemas Bishop first brought Christian teachings to Honokane, Halawa and Kapaau in Kohala
about 1825, the actual mission station there was opened in 1837 and the Bliss and Bailey families, both
of whom had stayed only a short time, had preceded the Bonds. The accommodations are spartan and
there is much work to do. But, Elias had dreamed of the missionary life since his childhood - and now
his dream has come true in the very of his dream.

Background of Elias Bond
Who was this man and what had brought him to this place? Elias Bond, born 19 Aug 1813 in
Hallowell, Maine, was the fifth generation of Bonds to live in America. His immigrant ancestor had
come from Bury St. Edmund's, Suffolk, England. His grandfather had been a soldier of the Revolution
under General George Washington - a "personal friend." His father, who had lost much of his business
as a hatter when fashion trends changed, struggled to become a printer. When Elias was less than ten
years old, the people in his area began to receive correspondence from the Royalty and Nobles of the
Sandwich Islands. This was in consequence of the mission activities of the first group arriving in 1820.
A broadside his father published containing letters from Kaumualii, King of Kauai, and his wife, Kapule,
inspired him. His mother called him her "little Missionary."
Elias was a serious, dedicated student, who worked to earn his way through school and his training for
the ministry at Bangor, Maine. His texts were the Bible, especially the New Testament, the Psalms,
Hymns, and the Catechism. He began as a small child to make regular contributions to the Sandwich
Island Mission fund. He seldom came to church empty handed. He was impressed by a sermon on one
occasion and sought the Lord in prayer to give him a new heart, believing the promise of the New
Testament. He, like most of us, had no idea what his request might require of him.
The work of Elias Bond in Kohala
Elias acted as minister, doctor, and teacher. He and his wife established the Kohala Girls School or
Seminary in 1874 as a boarding school for those with Hawaiian ancestry. It was gradually phased out
by 1956. Hoping to improve the employment situation in Kohala, Bond got together with his friend,
Samuel Northup Castle to raise capital for the Kohala Sugar Company in about 1882. This was the first
of the sugar companies which thrived in North Kohala at the tum of the century; Halawa, Union, Niulii,
Star Hawi Mills and Plantations, and the Hoea Mill. Kohala Sugar closed in 1973. Bond's journal
documents his struggles with the native people and the exasperation he feels for one particularly
bothersome thorn in his side - the Mormons.
Early Mormons in Kohala
James Hawkins, one of the original 10 missionaries to arrive at Honolulu in December 1850, is the

first Latter-day Elder to bring the gospel to Kohala. By 14 April 1851, Hawkins, working alone,
suffering for lack of the necessities and often discouraged, has still manages to baptize 14 Hawaiians.
Many months later, September 1851, John Stillman Woodbury comes to be Hawkins' companion.
However, after less than two months, by 30 October 1851, Woodbury leaves Kohala seeking the drier
climate of Kona for his health. Finally, Hawkins leaves Kohala in October or November, to join with
the Elders on Maui.
Woodbury is alone for a time on the Big Island. He tours, staying in local homes and studying the
language. In December, his wife, one of only four sisters in the mission, joins him. She opens a school
for the study of English, sewing and other practical skills. The couple stay in Kona for two months
before heading for Ka'u. They leave the Big Island 20 May 1852, effectively closing operations there
for nearly a year.

LDS opinion
At this point, a review of some opinions held by contemporary Mormon missionaries toward the long
established Congregationalist Missionaries will prove interesting. A letter from Elder Francis
Hammond published in Utah November of 1851, expresses a resentment of the heavy-handed control
by the ministers and pity for the native Hawaiian people.
"We have had hard times from the missionaries; they have done all that lay in their power
to put a stop to our preaching, ... they are all the time trying to poison the minds of the
natives against us; they resort to all manner of lies crying delusion, delusion, to their congregations, but we cannot get them to come out and discuss the subject, they dare not do it.
"They have a strong hold on the natives, an influence of thirty years' standing, and ifit
was anything but Mormonism that we were contending for, I should feel like backing out;
but as it is, I feel like fighting on, with the Spirit of the Lord and the power of the Priesthood, until the priests of Baal are entirely confounded and put to shame. . . . They have
commenced to quarrel among themselves, and call each other hypocrites, and they are very
jealous of each other.
"If one gets a piece of land from the government, and the other gets none then there is a
row commenced; they will call each other all the liars (sic) they can lay their tongues to; but
they are all rich, with good houses and large tracts of land and that the very choicest, with
plenty of cattle and horses and everything to make themselves comfortable. A good share of
the old stock, which came out first have taken offices under government, having thrown
aside their Bible for the Law Book.
"They have seen their best days upon these islands, their power begins to wane; they are
in great trouble about Mormonism. We have baptized some six or seven foreigners, which
is a hard stick for them. They having never done the like upon the Islands, after a thirty
years' residence here."
President Philip B. Lewis, who replaced Elder Clark to become the first real mission president in
the Hawaiian islands, laments the position to which Hawaiians have been relegated by the
ministers in his letter of 4 April 1853, printed in The Deseret News:
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" ... the brethren will all tum their attention to the native language, and prepare themselves
as fast as possible to assist in the redemption of this down-trodden and priest-ridden people.
"The present situation of this people is truly lamentable. With scarcely a foot of land
which the common people can call their own, they are liable to be ousted at any moment,
upon a mere change of opinion, by their oppressors."
Continuing his opinion in the History of The Hawaiian Mission:
"This people are naturally a kind hearted people, and could they have been let alone,
they would have been better off, as they are but little better than slaves, all they know has
been taught them by the missionaries, which is little less than bigotry and superstition.
The consequence is they are an ignorant, idle, bigoted, down trodden race of beings ... "
Elder Benjamin Franklin Johnson describes the sad state of affairs he perceives. His
letter of 29 Mar 1853 informs the Utah territory about our Pacific Island paradise, with
Hawaiian population 80,000; LDS population 1,200.
"We have much priestcraft to contend with, it bears almost universal sway here, and even
the king seems disgracefully controlled by its influence, and the natives generally are enslaved
by a fear of offending the missionaries. In fact, the present structure of government, although
too rotten to continue long, rests upon their shoulders, and every office of honour or profit is
at their disposal. They have so constructed the laws, that their property, although they may be
worth their hundreds of thousands in lands and palaces, is exempt from taxation, while the
poor man who has not even afarren [barren?] patch to raise food for his destitute family, is
made to pay a heavy tax and to work upon the highways, to beautify and embellish the streets
leading to the magnificent residences of the missionaries, &c. It has long been the practice of
those great philanthropists and friends of civilization, who are doing so much to facilitate the
march of intellect, to keep a number of poor, bare-legged natives, instead of a horse or mule,
to draw about, in a human cariole, members of the missionaries' families, and sometimes in
conditions of nakedness, only to be tolerated by barbarians.
"The missionaries upon these lands, with all their home revenue, and near forty years'
operation, have done not as much as honest men could have done in ten years, without one
dollar of foreign revenue to assist them. The fleece has been their object, and they have kept
their flock closely shaved, and they are now much the richest class upon the islands. The ;
natives might all, ere this, have ... been advanced in agriculture, manufacture, and science.
But they are now debased by every degrading, immoral, and degenerating principle. And if I
am not mistaken, this people have decreased at least fifty thousand since missionary influence
became established among them. These furtile (sic) islands, which are capable of producing
all the tropical fruits, and the finest of wheat, with every comfort to gladden the heart of man,
are producing comparatively nothing; and instead of virtue, wealth, and independence, which
might have been realized, almost universal vice, poverty, and slavery are the fruits of this
great missionary expense, .." [This is at a time when government officers, even the king,
himself, were involved in the purchase and distribution of cocaine, prostitution, gambling and
other activities.]
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"We feel sanguine that this people are of the Covenant blood, and that a great work is to
be done among them. Many of them are quick of apprehension, and are apt to believe the
truth. They are naturally an honest, and kind-hearted people, and were it not for that
unnatural fear of the missionaries, thousands would believe and soon embrace the truth. But
we look for this yoke soon to be broken off,"

The Mormons Return to Kohala
With these descriptions in mind, the events surrounding the return of the Mormons to Kohala, their
success and their collision with Reverend Bond can be more readily understood. In April 1853, Brother
Rice, a haole convert to the Church living in Maui, is sent to reopen mission efforts on Hawaii. He is
followed shortly afterwards, by mainland Elders Nathan Tanner and Thomas Karren, who, in company with
newly ordained Elder John W. Kahumoku, sail from Honolulu on the first of June 1853. The use of this
recent convert as a traveling Elder, is an example of one of the contrasts in procedures between existing
Protestant churches and those of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. This distinction accounts
in part for the popularity of the Church and for the strong criticism it received.
It became standard practice in the American Board churches that Hawaiians were required to wait a long
time before they were accepted into the congregation as members in good standing. Next, they would be
rigorously prepared before they could be considered for a teaching appointment or given any church
responsibility. Mormons, by contrast, accepted Hawaiians for baptism, as they did universally, sometimes
within hours of their hearing the Gospel and for males, confirmation into the church was often quickly
followed by ordination to an office in the priesthood.
And so it was that the three LDS Elders head toward Hilo, probably to meet with Bro. Rice and assist
in the re-establishment of the mission on that island. They are tossed about on the sea from Honolulu to
Lahaina for four seasick days and then, with only a brief respite, they continue their harrowing journey
for another two days to Kawaihae on Hawaii. The plan had been to travel overland from Kawaihae to
Hilo, but after determining the distance and taking into account the high stream levels, they decide to
continue by ship.
They sail around to the southeast and make three attempts to come into Hilo Bay. A powerful sea
simply will not allow the ship to come to harbor. Soon, the sails are so badly torn and the rigging so
completely disabled that the captain appeals to them, asking what be should do. It is obvious he will
not be able to land them in Hilo. All three Elders are very sick. Karren says he had not suffered half as
much on his whole trip in the [Mormon] battalion as he did in those 9 days. They can't keep any food
down. They want off the ship - anywhere - and as soon as possible. With their complete approval, the
Captain turns the ship and runs with the wind until he is able to put in at Upolu Point, Kohala District.
Nathan Tanner's journal reports the remarkable circumstances surrounding the arrival of the
missionaries to these shores:
" .. .it soon became apparent to us that it was at Kohala, and not at Hilo, that the Lord wanted
us to labor; for we found the people there ready and waiting and praying for the Elders to
come. We landed on the 10th (of June 1853) and although we were sick, the natives insisted
upon hearing us, and according to their desires we held a meeting, and Elder Kahumoku
addressed them for an hour and a half. The next morning we baptized 25 before we ate our
breakfast."

" ... ready and waiting and praying for the Elders to come." Perhaps the seeds planted by Hawkins
and Woodbury had actually taken root. Maybe there had been dreams or revelations as many
Polynesians are apt to have. But by whatever means, there is a people prepared by the Lord to
receive his servants. The same pattern of the Lord preparing the people that has been recognized in
the missionary work in Canada, in Great Britain, and so many other fields of labor is abundantly
clear right here in Kohala. Within 5 days there are over 50 members, two organized branches and
eight Hawaiian leaders with the priesthood, including one, Chief Napa or Nape, who is ordained a
priest.
You can imagine the good Reverend, Elias Bond, is not happy with this sudden eruption of
religious activity in his hitherto uncomplicated pastorate. The Chief had been a member of the Bond
congregation; his loss could have an enormous influence on the other members in this Kohala
district. So, Bond writes the Chief that the "Mormons" are bad people. Chief Nape or Napa replies
that "he would not come back into his [Bond's]church if [he] were to be entreated with tears running
to the ground." The Chief adds, "I have been fed long enough on your sour milk and want no more of
it."
Elder Nathan Tanner describes to the readers in Utah, the lengths Bond is willing to go to protect
his authority:
"The missionary in that district [Bond] learning what we were doing, called his flock
together and told them he was afraid they were all going to leave him and go to the Mormons;
but if they would not, he would reduce his tax on them by two thirds - those that paid him 75$
might pay but 25$, and those that paid 30$, might pay 10$&c. So are [sic, on] all through the
church." (Deseret News article in Mission History)
A sidelight is interesting. It is about this time, another ship is unable to reach Hilo as a result of
stormy weather, and turns back, as did the ship the Elders were on a few days earlier, and it too
comes into Kohala. On board, Elder Paul has mail for the missionaries, which he had thought to
deliver to them in Hilo. A Kohala Elder quips, "It appeared that the Lord, after having compelled us
to stop off here, did us the favor to send our mail here also."

Bond Fights for His Territory
Bond seeks grounds for legal action against the :n;iissionaries. The day after their arrival
Kahumoku takes a canoe alone, to preach along the coast. He is slapped with a civil action.
" ... Elder Kahumoku was arrested [on the 13th] for traveling in a canoe on the Sabbath. When
the trial convened, Kahumoku, a more experienced attorney than any to be found in Kohala, argued
his own case. He reasoned that Christ's law was higher than the law of the land and that Christ had
ruled that it was lawful to do good on the Sabbath day. After he testified that he carried no cargo
[only a calabash of poi and one of fish someone had given him] but was simply on the Lord's errand,
the case was dismissed."(Spurrier 176)
The conflict gets more serious when all three Elders are illegally arrested a little over two weeks

after their arrival.
"On the 27th of June, we were arrested by the sheriff on a warrant which [1] did not state
the charge against us; [2] nor had it any date; but we were required to appear fo rthwith and we
did so. Upon inquiring after the nature of the charge the judge told us we would learn later, that
[3] he did not yet know the charge, but some one had told him that we had been interfering with
the schools. "Despite of the fact that the school teacher, the committee on public schools and
six witnesses were sworn, all of whom testified that the Elders had not been near their schools,
they were accused of influencing the Mormon children not for breaking any law of the kingdom,
but rather for not obeying Minister Bond.
"Bond was, at this time, raising Kalahikiola Church, a large stone structure which was six years
in the building. [Completed in 1855] In order that such a project could be completed, it required
the labor of many, many hands. The minister had instituted a policy, which required that every
person in the district, at one time or another, perform a quota of labor carrying stone, sand or
lumber from the boat landing to the site, a distance of six miles. School children were included
in this labor levy and the work was counted as part of their school experience." (Spurrier, 176-7)
"Elder John W. Kahumoku ... plead our case before the court. He showed that under the law
we as priests had the same right to organize schools as any other priests, that it only required 15
pupils to give us the right of requiring the government to build us a school house; that we had 19
of the 25 scholars in the school in question and were therefore Masters of the ituation and
entitled to the children, school house and all. There were probably five hundred spectators and
they were deeply interested in the proceedings. Some of them suggested that if the Mormon
children contributed toward the erection of the Calvinists church we should own it together."
(Tanner, in Mission History)
Although the case seemed to be headed for a judgment favoring the Church, when the court
reconvened, the judge would hear no further testimony, ruled that all the children of the district must
carry building materials for Reverend Bond's church, and that in consequence of interfering with the
schools as charged, the LDS missionaries are fined one dollar each. Tanner continues in his journal:
" ... but, we baptized the school teacher [Kalama, and the rest of the students as well!], ordained
him a Priest, took charge .of the school house and he taught during school days and went out to
preach on Saturdays and Sundays for the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. The people
were well pleased with him as teacher and preacher."
The missionary work continues and by 5 July 1853, less than a month after their arrival, they
organize a third branch in Kohala, this one at Honokane, with 60 members. Reverend Bond fines a
couple of the Elders for going after salt without a cause. [Tanner, in Mission History]

Smallpox comes to Kohala
Gavan Daws in his Shoal of Time gives us background for the next encounters:
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"On Febrnary 10, 1853, the American merchant ship appeared off Honolulu flying a yellow
flag, the signal of serious disease aboard. A passenger was suffering from smallpox .... Merchant
ships continued to arrive from the west coast of America, where small pox was rampant. ... As
soon as the diagnosis was confirmed yards and the adjoining lots were fenced off so that
contaminated clothing and grass houses could be burned.
"The physicians of Honolulu worked as fast as they could to get vaccine matter ready, and the
drugstores were besieged by people asking for vaccination, but the disease spread as if nothing
were being done .... A day of national humiliation, fasting, and prayer was called for June 15 [by
the King]. Protestant ministers set up vaccination and food stations. Catholic priests tended the
sick and baptized the dying, and some newly arrived Mormon elders labored to expel the disease
by laying on hands and anointing with oil. By June 18, 41 natives were dead and 114 were sick;
the next week the figures doubled .... On the outer islands isolation, ... and strict attention to
quarantine saved Niihau, Molokai and Lanai, but not even the most desperate efforts could keep
the disease away from Kauai, Maui, and Hawaii .... "
An LDS Missionary in Honolulu also describes the scene:

"Bros. [Benjamin Franklin] Johnson and [William] Farrer and myself have been occupied
almost entirely for the last 10 days striving to alleviate the sufferings of scores of these poor
natives who are being swept off by hundreds by that loathsome disease, the small pox, ... Such
scenes of wretchedness and misery my eyes never before held .... The condition of many places is
truly heartrending. One place which we were called to visit contained 16 who were suffering with
the disease, and the mats and floor was nearly covered with seemingly living putrance. From our
success in teaching and administering to the sick, the doctors and priests are getting mad; and we
were threatened and commanded not to go again among the sick." (Deseret News 3:76, in Mission
History)
By the time no new cases are being reported, late in January 1854, it is estimated that this highly
contagious disease has killed probably 6,000 people, mostly native Hawaiians. Word of the King's
request to hold a national day of fasting and prayer did not reach the Elders in Kohala by the
appointed date. The King's encouragement to hold such an observance any time after notification, led
the leadership of the branches to set aside the 7th of July for the event, which happened to be the
regularly scheduled Fast day, the first Thursday of each month.
"The children who attended our fast meeting on that day were fined and put into the stocks
for being absent from school. ... "This was not only unwarranted by law, but was an outrage, as
the fast was not only our regular fast day, in which all were entitled to participate, but it was
directed by the King. "The chief justice subsequently wrote to the local judges that there was no
authority oflaw for the proceeding, but the children had paid the fine and that ended the matter."
(Mission History)
"From April 6th to July 26th, 1853 the membership of the Church in Hawaii had increased
about one thousand and the Elders were known to be preaching on every inhabited island of the
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group. (Deseret News 3:79, Mission History)
A month from the day of the stunning court case defending the children, July 27, 1853, John W.
Kahumoku dies. The grieving companions and church members hold a funeral service followed by a
burial in Honokane, in a sepulcher by the sea. Again the children are punished for attending the
funeral. The one bringing charges? Bond.
By the 14th of August there are four fully functioning branches of the Church in the district of
Kohala: Kokio, Upolu, Honokane and Pololu. It is little wonder that Bonds suggests that some of his
followers, including the local constable, burn down the Mormon meetinghouse. It is later replaced
by one of stone.
Elder Tanner reports an event in Kohala relating to the smallpox epidemic in Honolulu:
"There had also come from Honolulu about 20 persons whom it was supposed were exposed to
small pox. They were fined for coming to Honokane under the circumstances [they broke the
quarantine] and were placed among our [Mormon] people. The priest, Mr. Bond, had heard that
out of 800 who had died in Honolulu only two of the Saints had died, and that they for some
cause had not sent for the Elders. So he placed [or had the constable place] the people who had
been exposed to small pox in our branch among our members, remarking as he did so. "Now, if
the Mormons can escape the small pox, let them do it." ... Although some of the imported
people died with the disease, none of ours had it."
An intense rivalry apparently continued to the end of Reverend Bond's life. His journal contains
many disparaging remarks about the Mormons. But, his story and contribution to Kohala doesn't end
at his death.

Bond's Real Treasure
Like so many of his colleagues, Elias Bond kept a record of his congregation and his activities. I
am personally grateful to Reverend Bond for keeping a very accurate, mostly legible record of the
marriages he performed over the many years he lived and worked here in Kohala. I found the record of
the marriage of my own great grandparents - Pukaua and Kekahimoku - in his marriage records sent to
the State Archives. The Church received permission to microfilm his Record of Marriages, the
extraction of which was completed in about 1987, during the Year of the Hawaiian. Since then,
Temple Sealings to Spouse have also been completed. An approved extraction project is in process,
which takes those marriage records and generates individual baptism and endowment work. Some of
that work is now being done at the Kona Temple.
Mr. Bond also kept a parish register which is organized geographically starting with the ahupuaa
ofAwini and moving north and around to Kawaihae. It is in the Hawaiian Mission Children's Society
Library in Honolulu, behind Kawaiahao Church. It provides unique information about the people of
Kohala because of his great attention to details. He was a tireless laborer in the field and much of his
interference with Mormon missionaries served actually to build curiosity that in turn would open doors
to the gospel message. I believe Elias Bond had rare dedication and tried to serve Kohala's people.

~)_

It should be remembered that Elias Bond and all of the other missionaries to Hawaii from the
American Board had their roots in the northern east coast states. The very states from which many
families were gathered in the early history of our church. Many present members of the Church trace
their family lines to this rich area of American history. So, it should come as no surprise to find LDS
temple ordinance work has been completed for Mr. Bond (Baptism 28 May 1932 in Arizona) and his
wife (1989 in the Jordan River Temple.) Ordinance work, some done as early as 1878, is complete for
all the early Protestant missionaries and their families I have checked thus far.
So, in the final analysis, all these zealous missionaries who in life may have wielded a sword
against the Lord's Kingdom, have been given a second chance to not only hear and accept the gospel,
but probably to preach to those they once knew, giving their congregations ample opportunity to
embrace truth and accept saving ordinances. The Lord preserved through these missionaries and other
dedicated religious leaders the records of people in their time and we use those records in our time to
provide temple blessings. The names of thousands would have been more difficult to find without the
good works of men like Elias Bond. Glory be to the Father, whose hand is in the lives of all his
children.
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These old maneles, still existing, allow us to see in fanC}' how
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Alphonso Mitchell
History on Kokoiki Branch
March 26, 2001

Brother and Sisters, Aloha. I think I did some work in the Kona Temple for her
ohana. My Mme is Alphon o Mitchell. I was asked to talk about the Kokoiki branch,
and I just would like to recollect a little bit about the Kokoiki branch because I was a
little boy at that time. My father is John Mitchell. It's supposed to be Malchell, but he
changed his name to Mitchell when be joined the Army in the first World War and he
came hom e and joined the American Legion. He didn't go to war, but they wanted to
change his name so we were known as Mitchell, M-I-T-C-H-E-L-L. My Mom, born in
Kauai, Elizabeth Ah Sing, and when she grew up she moved to Laie and then to Kohala.
At Laie she fell down from a tree and break her back. She's Hawaiian/Chinese and my
Dad is Filipino/Spanish.
I'm a twin, so if you notice or have met someone in Honolulu that looks like me
that is my brother Joseph. Joseph K. Mitchell. He went on a mission, Hawaii Mission.
He went to Maui, at Kahului district and then to Oahu, at Nanakuli ward and then he was
sent to Kauai--Hanapepe Branch. So if you see someone I look a lot like. A couple came
to church yesterday and as soon as she came through the door I was one of the greeters
with the missionary and she looked at me and said, "I know you. You 're Brother
Mitchell." She thought she knew me, but she knew my brother Joe.
My recollection of Kokoiki branch: I was really a young boy at the time. I was
born in 1932, so when the war started I was only nine years old in 1941. Our homestead
was about one mile from the chapel. The old Kokoiki Chapel is on the Akoni Pule
Highway at the John Bell's property. If you look mauka to his property, the chapel was
on the makai right side, just the edge of that. That was given to the church to build a
chapel. I don't recollect who built the chapel, and I don't recollect who came and mowed
the grass. But I know my Mom took us as little children to clean the chapel. The most
fun part was as soon as we finished cleaning the chapel we jumped on the organ.
Apparently there was an organ or piano in each of the branches, and it was an old organ
there and the building wasn't new as I recollect. But there is some write-up about it in
your handout. I remember jumping there, me and my brother Joe, and my brother John,
and just having such a great time pounding on the organ.
Now, the interior - we didn't have electricity at that time, so it was kerosene lamps
on the walls and hanging from the ceiling. But I remember the bell tower and I think one
of the pictures I've seen there was no bell tower; maybe that's not the chapel. The chapel
had a bell tower. The Honomakau one didn't have any bell tower or the new one didn't
have, but the Kokoiki one had a bell tower, and as a young boy we'd try to jump up and
grab the rope and ring the bell each Sunday morning.
The families that I remember - they were active in church. Not many of the
brethren. It was mostly the sisters who were active in church. They were the Kanipa'e's,
the Richards, the Mitchells, and the Kapaonas. And apparently our branch was so small,
Brother Sproat thought of uh ... he was the district north Hawaii district president,
thought of closing that little branch and moving it to Mahukona. So that was the fun part.
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I remember the outhouse was in the back of the chapel on the left side. We had
an outhouse. And I also remember playing underneath of the chapel on the higher part.
There was a slight decline in the back, so behind was higher than the front. Have you
gone there to visit the property? I can take you there if you want to. It's right off the
main highway.
Then we moved to Mahukona Branch. They didn't have any chapel there. We
borrowed a old Japanese school, a one-room school with a veranda, and that's where we
had our church - our branch. It was an inactive branch, but we also didn't have any adult
male. It was mostly children and those parents that allowed their children to come to
church. Let me name some. Maybe you know some of them. The families: The Puhi's,
the Kapaona's, the Temple's, the Sugiyama's, the Lincoln's, the Timoteo's,_the Casio's,
the Kama's, the Kumakoa's, the DelaCruz's, the Poliahu's, the Mitchell's.. and then my
wife, just one in her family to join the church. She's a Tanaka, Kihara's, the A'i's, and
then Nishimura's. Of all these families, all of you know Chieko (Nishimura) Okazaki,,,
the first counselor in the Relief Society Presidency. Where she got her start from? The
little area of Mahukona. I remember Brother Sproat coming, Brother Te'o working in the
mission, coming to check my books; he came to audit the book to see if it was all right.
Now his father Brother Bill Sproat was the District President at that time. Every Sunday
we went proselyting, missionaries come down to teach the priesthood lessons to us, and
they blessed the sacrament and when they were not there we had to adult leaders from
Honomakau branch and the Niulii branch that came down. William K. Sproat, Akoni
Pule, Solomon Pule, Kamaile Kapeliela, Gabriel Kapeliela, George Ka' ohu Sen., Philip
Philip, even Matt Soaki came down a few times and Mano Kapeliela. These are some of
the faithful brethren that came from all the small branches to do service for us because we
were too young to hold the priesthood.
I guess from the history you know that from Kokoiki, we went to Mahukona.
From Mahukona we closed the branch and went to Honomakau. And then Hala'ula had a
branch and they closed Halaula and Halaula merged to Honomakau. And then Niulii
closed and they came to Honomakau branch eventually became Honomakau ward. And
now we are Kabala ward. That's a brief history. I lived at Mahukona for a couple of
years. It was a thriving beach community. When the Matson boat came to haul the sugar
out and bring equipment for the plantation, fertilizer and so forth, things for the mill. We
had people from the community go down and man the boats and the launches. I moved
to Mahukona about the year 1944 or 1945.
Going back to Kokoiki, I remember on Dec. 7 when they bombed Pearl Harbor.
We didn't have any radio at our homestead. We didn't know we were at war until we
went home and they told us, oh, we are at war. And that night we had our lights on, our
lamps on, and here comes the warden knocking at the door, "you need to close all your
windows because we don't want the light to shine." But our home was in a bunch of
trees, so it won't matter, but we yet needed to do that. Are there any questions? If you
have any questions maybe if I could explain.
Dale Robertson: You moved so often, did you lose members each time?
I think in Kokoiki the membership was so small that they thought we needed to
move it to Mahukona where they were more members because the members of
Mahukona were coming up to Honomakau for church. So we started there. My Mom
was a stalwart member. My father was a non-member, until we moved to Mahukona he
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joined the church. But he wasn·tas stalwart as my Mom was. So you ladies, you should
be proud of yourselve . You are the backbone of whoever your husband is. And my
wife is to me. The greatest influence in my life is my Mom and my wife. I would like to
thank Brother Frandsen for inviting me to say a few words about the Kokoiki and
Mahukona.
Mark James: From the answer you gave it sounded like a fair amount of
missionary work was taking place in all of the sugar plantation camps. So missionary
work began to move quickly from the Hawaiians to the plantation camps?
Some of the names are the grandparents in the church. So automatically the
children joined the church and their grandchildren also. I just picked the names that I
remember and those that came to church. I know there was the Poliahu that Brother
Frandsen is related to. He lived right at the back of our house, but I never seen him at
church. I don't know if he was a member or what. Grandpa Poliahu:- was he a member?
He was a member. But as a branch president with 52 members in Mahukona branch.
This is all I have to present to you. I appreciate meeting all of you. I say these things
humbly in the name of Jesus Christ, Amen.

Earl Veloria
History of the Kohala Gymnasium
March 26, 2001

And so they told 3 branches to merge into one branch ... For a long time sugar
plantations were king here. In 1975 sugar went under and so membership went down,
enrollment in school went down, and people moved away to get a different occupation.
And then the resorts started to open down along the coasts. If you drive along the coast
you'll see large resorts.
And at these resorts people found employment. And a lot of people that moved
away moved back. And I teach at schools. But I knew that the enrollment went from
1100 to under 700, and then it started to go back up to 1200 now. And the ward has also
increased in the state in relationship to the population. And so we have about 520 I think
in our membership right now.
And what about the old chapel?
Right now it's for sale. And there's a full size gymnasium there. At one time that
was the community center. All the activities in the plantation took place in the
gymnasium. And so when the church bought it, it was quite a task to upkeep and
maintain the gym. So at one time, depending on whom the stake president was they were
going to tear the gym down and the next stake president come, and they were going to
restore the gym. And finally, they decided to keep it, much to our relief because there
was a lot of pressure from the community to keep the gym, and yet we didn't have the
funds to maintain it. And so the church came and redid the whole gym. It looks nice
again. And it's for sale.
It was originally purchased in 1962 by Bill Sproat. It was purchased for $15,000. It
was quite a deal, so that the sugar plantation was happy to help the church. They brought
the equipment, and they helped grade it and they helped in any way that they could. And
it was a nice area because we're there on a corner and people knew that it was a Mormon
Church.
But the thing with the existing structure out there in the parking lot, is there's only
19 parking stalls for the whole area. We had to park in on the land that belonged to our
neighbor. And they were good neighbors until they sold the land. And when they sold
the land the church got kind of cautious because if they built the property in the back of
the church they would take all the front property away where we used to park. That
would mean that we wouldn't have any parking. And so, they bought this property and
built over here. But we still prefer the property down there because of the full size
gymnasium. A gymnasium means a lot to young people--keeping people active. And it's
great for luaus--and we have a little cultural hall back here.

Sister Barbara Robinson & Sister Keliikoa
The Church in Waimea
March 26, 2001
Good Afternoon Sisters and Brothers. I got home a few days ago and my
daughter, Katie Benioni, Juanita and Patoa's daughter-in-law, who is my daughter, said,
"Mom you have to be at the chapel - it's a quarter till two on Monday."
"Okay, what's happening?"
"We have some people coming from Laie, and they want to know the history of
Waimea.
And I said, "well I really don't know that much."
And she said, "Well go Mom." And so she called me about 12:30 in the
afternoon and she called, and I was out weed whacking the grass in my yard. And she
said, "Mom, go. Mom - you go." And so here I am. And Sister Keliikoa_thinks I can tell
you the history of Waimea.
All I can tell you is that my family on my mothers side--my great grandmother
joined the church about 1850ish, probably right after the missionaries got here. Probably
the late 1850's. She was the first member of the church. And then my grandfather, John
Kaapuni, was a member of the church. In the cornerstone of this chapel is his Book of
Mormon in Hawaiian. It came from the old chapel at the other place, the first chapel, and
then it was put in the second chapel there, and now it's in the third chapel here. And so
that's the history of where the gospel started in my family. My grandchildren are now
being baptized and that gives us about six generations of the church in our family.
What I remember is that this branch started with a man named, John Kaue who
my mother said was approximately the first branch president of the branch here in
Waimea. And if you go straight up the hill back here that was Brother John Kaue's home.
So it's almost ironic that we're in his backyard.
This chapel is--my mother told us stories about when she was a little girl. My
grandfather was a member and my grandmother was a staunch Catholic and so as I went
to do our research on our family I found that my mother and all of her brothers and
sisters, and there were approximately thirteen of them, were all illegitimate, according to
the Catholic Church. But at least there were records of who they were and about
approximately when they were born. So it verified also the materials that you find in the
Board of Health. But she remembered as a child because her mother died when ·she was
two years old, being raised by the Lindsey family of this area. And many of them I guess
went to church. And so she remembers as a little girl riding horseback to go and do
visiting teaching in the area, including going all the way down to Puako (East Coast)
sometime with some of the sisters as they went. And she always credits the church for
having taught her homemaking skills that she had to learn because she was being raised
by a father and mostly boys. So anyway, she became inactive in the church when she
married my father because they moved twelve miles up to Waikii and in those days it
was hard to come down here twelve miles to church. And my father was Catholic. So as
we were growing up, the missionaries came to Waikii. They would walk or they would
come up on horseback with Brother Allen Lindsey. He would bring them up on
horseback. And they would hold family meetings at our house.
1

So our father was then converted to the church. What actually happened was my
mother and father asked us when we were quite young. I think I was 10. My sister Grace
back there was probably 12 and my oldest sister was 14 - What church did we want to go
to? We had gone to the Catholic Church, the Mormon Church, and a Hawaiian Church.
And so we all decided that we wanted to be like our mother and join the church. So the
missionaries came up and gave us the lessons and in the process, about a year or two
later, my father joined the church. And so then we started going to church at the little
chapel, and there's not a picture up there. But it was just a one- room building, and it had
a little isle in between. And I imagine you could probably sit 5 people on these wooden
benches on both sides. And that was where we started coming to church. We were
baptized in a stream called, Waiaka Stream on a cold, rainy windy day. And the three of
us, I can still see us standing on the shore of that little stream being baptized in that cold
and windy area. Brother and Sister David Bell owned the property where we were being
baptized. They were, of course, active members of the church. They too became active
when they moved from Waikii to Waimea and if you look back there's a picture of
Brother and Sister Bell up there. She was my mother's second cousin because her father
was my mother's first cousin. And so they also were active in the church.
We grew up utilizing the gymnasium. It was a popular place in Waimea. Our
branch president was Brother George Lindsey and Sister Thelma Lindsey. And Brother
George and Sister Thelma would sponsor LDS dances. And we had missionaries who
were orchestra--they played in this LDS orchestra. And so we would come down on a
Friday evening and we would help decorate the gym and Brother Lindsey was extremely
talented. He would make these huge baskets of fern and it was just lovely. And he
would hang them from the rafters of the gymnasium. And they were decorated with
crepe paper and bamboo, whatever they could find, the greenery. And it was a lot like
walking into Shangri-La. And of course we had MIA, and we learned to do the Gold &
Green ball dances. We did a few circular dances in that gymnasium. And it was lovely.
We all wore gowns and our fellows wore suits. And we danced with our cousins, our
number one year my father was my partner. We also did plays on the stage, and I
remember my father being in a play with me and I can't remember what my part was, but
that was growing up here in Waimea. It was wonderful.
We had volleyball games and basketball games. We had tournaments, we had
round robins around the island and my father and mother were very active in sports. My
father was a scoutmaster, and the church continued to grow. And I can remember during .
the war, because we became active right after the war, but during the war we'd come
down to Waimea on a Sunday because my Dad liked to watch baseball so we'd go to the
park and watch baseball, but we'd come past the church sometime. And there would be
one car, it was kind of a grayish, blue car and it belonged to Brother George Lindsey. He
and Brother Iokepa were the two priesthood holders. And they might have been the only
people in the church with Sister Lindsey and Brother Iokepa's daughters and one son.
And Sunday after Sunday sometimes they were the only people in church. There was a
Brother Raphael, he was also active. And I remember as we started coming to church he
was the usher. And if we were noisy he would come up and he would tap us to tell us to
be quiet. We had to be reverent.
Those were wonderful days. We'd come down on an MIA evening, all the way
from Waikii, and it would be all of our cousins and the neighborhood people. And most
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of them were not members of the church, but they joined the volleyball teams and the
basketball teams. They came to our dances and it was just a community center as we
were growing up. And then of course the chapel got too little. So they decided in 1956
to build another chapel. And so that's the chapel that's up there on the corner. I can
remember my mother and father telling me about how they had to help build the chapel.
I can remember my mother talking about having to put the windows in the chapel and
how they cooked the meals to feed the people who came to eat. There was a really nice
feeling about being able to participate in the building of the chapel. And I can remember
huge pots of stew being prepared to feed people in that chapel-- I mean in the
gymnasium.
Our mission home was in the gymnasium. And I can remember having a
missionary called Elder Shlappey and he was extremely tall. And in order to go up to
where they slept. They slept behind the stage and they had to climb up these stairs. And
the ceiling on that room was rather short and if you had a chance to walk in there you
could see that it wasn't very tall. And I think most of the time Elder Shlappey must have
walked around like this because he was so tall and that place was so little, but they lived
there in that gymnasium.
I can remember having the Hilo branch coming over and their presentations of
plays and programs and dance exhibitions. It was a wonderful time to grow up here in
Waimea. And then after the new chapel was built we began to have bishoprics, instead of
branch presidents. At one time we were part of the Hamakua Coast and so there were
many little chapels. And I saw someone with a map of all these little chapels like Niulii
and Halaula and all the little places, Kukuihaele. And then they began to consolidate all
those little branches into bigger wards. And so now we have wards instead of our little
branches. Most of the people that lived here worked for Parker Ranch. They were
cowboys. It was a very poor existence. They gave us our homes and meat and milk and
poi every week and very little money. We didn't know we were poor because everybody
was just like us.
The branch and the ward continued to grow, and a few years ago they decided we
needed a new chapel and so they built this chapel. I believe I was away when this chapel
was being built because we were very poor, but I can remember going to seminary every
morning. And one of the things I received was that little scholarship you get from the
Church for going to seminary for four years. And I got that and was able to go off to
Ricks (College) for a year. And then the second year I came back and by that time,
Church College (of Hawaii), it was their first year. And so I went to Church College.
And I remember Brother Swapp back there and several people. And so I'm in the first
graduating class of Church College of Hawaii. There were, I think, maybe 13 of us who
were in that class. And after that I went back to the Mainland and was able to finish my
schooling up there.
So I was gone for a period of twenty-two years so that part of my life I don't
know. All I know is that my parents continued to be active. I know that my father was
on the High Council and at one point in his life he became the Bishop or Branch
President of the Kailua Ward in Kona and he and my Mother would drive back and forth
to Kona during the week and on the weekends to take care of the church in Kona because
they could not find someone to become the bishop there or branch president there.

Our parents have both passed away now. I have two sisters who are active in the
church. I have my children who are active and Sister Inamine's son, who is first
counselor in the bishopric. And so, our family continues to be part of the ward here in
Waimea. That's about all I can tell you-- that I know.
Dottie Behling: Could you explain your relationship to the Hubbell 's, so that they
know, the one's that are from Laie who you 're related to.
Okay. My mother had an older sister, out of the thirteen children that my
grandfather had. The only living decendants are from two of his daughters, the oldest
daughter and the youngest daughter. And the oldest daughter was Minimananahale'a,
and some of you might remember that name. And that was her oldest sister, and then
there was my mother. And Barbara Hubbell comes from Minimananahale'a, my mother's
oldest sister. So there are several generations because there is Mana, who is the sister of
my mother. And then there is Agnes Grace and then there is Barbara Hubbell. So that's
how we're related. Uahiwa was Agnes' first cousin. And that's where Barbara and Bise
come from.
You said your father worked for Park Ranch?
He did. My father worked for almost forty years at the Parker Ranch ..
"What about now, the people here at church today? Is that still the main source of
occupation for people in this branch?
No, no. It's actually the hotels down on the beach side. Most of our people work
there.
And they just go back and forth from there?
Yes, yes.
Mike Foley: Is this the area where Henry (Lindsey) came from, that's living in
Laie?
Yes, his family is from this area. In fact, as I understand my mother telling me of
the history, my grandfather owned about fourteen acres as you're going out of Waimea,,
going towards Kawaihae. And right next door was the Lindsey Estate. And so she knew
Henry, and she knew all of the Lindseys because she grew up with them. In fact, they
helped to raise my mother because they were neighbors.
You're saying that a lot ofpeople worked at resorts, Waikoloa Village, which was
built to house the people that work at the resorts? I don't know ifyou've been there and
know where it is, but half way down the hill is part of this ward?
Yes.
So the people who work at resorts know best to live here at Waimea. They live in
Waikaloa Village? And Hawaii Kai also. And there's two wards here or one?
Yes, we have two wards. We have Waimea I and Waimea II.
The second ward is east and the first ward is west?
Is the Maikai, yes.
Wylie Swapp: During those growing up years were you considered to be one of
the small churches or were you a large church?
I would probably say a small one. I think Hilo was bigger than us.
But they all came to your gym.
And occasionally we would go to Hilo, but most of the time they would come this
way.

I think what you 're meaning is that in the community was the church seen as an
important part of the community or were you just a small part? It sounds like you were
an important part becau ·e you p urcha ed a gym and..
Yes, it was kind of a ocia1 center I think because there was no other gym when I
was growing up except our gym and so the community's young people would come and
meet with us. And so, as I look over the people who are in our ward now there's several
of them who I remember their fathers or their grandfathers having played ball with us and
now this is a second or third generation of children who are now members of the church
because of that. I know the Cases joined us. And of course we now have Brother Chucky
Case and Richard Case were both members of the church and they started because they
came and played ball with us. And it started because they came and played ball with us
at the gymnasium.
Brother Jokepa. Who's that?
Iokepa, yes. That's Shirley's father. And what was really interesting, he had two
daughters and a son. They would walk from down in the village, a little towards
Kawaihae, and he and his three children would walk to church every Sunday. And it was
twice, because they would come in the morning, and then occasionally Brother Lindsey
would take them home. And then they would come in the evening because we had
sacrament meeting in the evening or another meeting in the evening and then Brother
Lindsey would take them home. But he faithfully, it didn't matter if it was raining or
what, Brother Iokepa and his children walked to church. So Sister Shirley has a noble
history.
John Olzowska: Do you still have the gym now?
Yes, there is a community gym attached to the school. And then of course, there
is our old gym that belongs to New Hope Church now. And then of course, we have our
own here. But it's not the same as it was when we were growing up. Any other
questions?
The old bell to the old chapel is outside here.
Oh yes. The old bell is still here.
Mobilized it. ·
Yeah, I think it is. It's just there for a momento. So, all we can do, is hope and
pray that our children and our grandchildren will continue the legacy that is theirs, to be
active in the church and to continue to help the church grow throughout.
About how many members were in each of the wards?
I do;t know exactly. Do you know sister Keliikoa? I would estimate, there's
about 140 or 150 who've actively come in first ward.
Sister Keliikoa: About 250 members in our ward
Yes, it's probably the same I think, but active, about 150. We get a lot of visitors
so our chapel is often filled.
Dale Robertson: You went to Church College of Hawaii. What has been the
impact of Church College of Hawaii and BYU--Hawaii on this community, besides
yourself?
Sister Iwa. I know her sons have went to Church College, to BYU. Sister and
Brother Levi's children have gone and graduated. Of course, Sister Iokepa, Shirley did.
Sister Lulu Lindsey, she did. My daughter, Katie Robertson, who ended up marrying a
Laie Boy, Patoa and Juanita's son. The Levinson's are here, but their children are still

quite young. Eunice Lazarus went to BYU. And if we had time to think we could
probably think of more.
Did they come back here then most of these or do they go elsewhere after they've
been away to schoool?
Some of them came back. I came back! Katy came back!
John Olzowska: Can you tell us about how often do you do excursions to the Laie
Temple, once a year?
Well, we used to try and go as often as possible, and we're really grateful to have
the temple in Kona. So it's easier now to go. It's a nice gift to have been given to us.
Riley Moffat: Do you remember going as a child to do baptisms or were their
excursions for the youth?
No, not during my childhood. But during my brother's time and they are younger,
my two brothers. They did go with my parents. And it took a little while for my father to
finally get to where he went you know. I think it might have been more difficult.
Because when they would go to the temple, they would take half a cow with them. They
would take all of their food because they went to stay with members of the church in
Laie. So they would take their food with them and shared food that they brought.
Yes, sister Lazarus?
Sister Lazarus: They stayed at Lanihuli (mission home)
Yes, that's right Lanihuli and then families also that were in Laie. That was
something they looked forward to. I remember my mother and father, how special it was
for them to be able to go, and she would write me letters telling me that they'd gone and
that the young people got to go with them. And I talked to my brothers and they'd tell me
they'd been down to the temple to do temple work.
I still have ajar at home that was my mother's, and it has all of these names of the
people's work she'd done. Because they used to give them yellow slips with a little red
check on it of the work she'd done in the Laie Temple. The other thing that my mother
and father always made a practice of, is that every time they left the temple they always
left a little gift, a monetary gift for the temple. And it was really my father's habit
because even when the Catholic nuns would come up to Waikii, my father always gave
them a little money. So he continued that when he went to the temple. He just always
left a little something there for them--just something he did. I'm sure that there's a whole
history of the Bertlemanns here. And Sister Keliikoa is a member of the Bertlemann
family. And I can remember her mother coming here to live. Archie, which was Sister
Keliikoa's older brother, I think or younger brother. Was he older or younger than you?
I'm the number 7'h
Okay, then he must have been older than you. He became our Branch President
or Bishop. And they raised their family here and pretty soon we got these two girls who
moved into the ward. It was Sister Keliikoa and Sister Dement. And Sister Keliikoa has
been instrumental in doing temple, making sure that we get our genealogy done, so that
temple work could be done and she always says to me, "Well, it was you who got me
hooked." And my Father was in charge of the stake genealogy library in Kona, and so I
came back in 1976 and we were then trying to decide what we were going to do with all
of the black books they had with all of the family group sheets.
And I remember going to this old Stake Building and bringing all of those records home
to my house and going through them and arranging them because some of them were just

in boxes. And I remember taking them and filing them into those black books and for a
while that's what we used down at the Kona Stake, was looking through those books to
find connections in our families. And then they started the library there. And I worked
as a Stake Genealogy Librarian and then I introduced a sister in Kona to research, ulun,
Sister Arlene Hudman, and so she got started and then I talked to Sister Keliikoa and she
got started. And then I had to work to make a living.
All these books over here are hers?
Yes. All of these are Sister Keliikoa's. And she's done, she told me this afternoon, she's
up to 1500 on one line, is that right?
She showed me a baptismal certificate I think her grandfather had that was
signed by Joseph F. Smith who he baptized when he was here on his first mission when he
fifteen years old. She 's got a baptism certificate in there, signed by him.
And so Sister Keliikoa also has a history here. Her family comes from Ka'u, over
on the other side part of it.
Sister Keliikoa: But now they no longer have the chapel there anymore, I left in
1937. They now have the Naalehu Ward.
Right.
John Olzowska: Did you always have missionaries in the area?
Yes, we had both. We've had the male missionaries. We've had the sister
missionaries. And I believe we've had the couple missionaries. We've had the older
couples here also as missionaries?
Sister Keliikoa: Yes, we've had them. The Ericksons.
That's right, the Erickson's.
Sister Keliikoa: Brother and Sister Hunter just left on the 191h.
Yes. O.k. So, it's wonderful to be part of the gospel here and it continues to be so.
And right now I served as Relief Society 1st counselor until a couple of weeks ago, and I
feel depleted, because they took away my calling and I have no calling right now except
as a visiting teacher. But that's ok because I drive to Hilo everyday. I am building that
Kamehameha School in Hilo and we 're going kindergarten to 12th grade. I started it five
years ago, kindergarten to 3rd grade. I'm kindergarten to ?1h grade right now.
And so we have so many members there. I've got I think three or four Bishop's
children in the school, and they strongly feel that that school was meant to be there for
their children so that they don't have to go to Honolulu and be away from their families.
So I think maybe that's my mission right now, for a couple more years. And then maybe
I can do what you're doing. Go listen to talk story!
We 're going to New Zealand next year!
Brother Patoa Benioni just brought me the genealogy of my grandchildren that
hooks up to the Polynesian genealogy all the way up to Adam I think he says. In my
patriarchal blessing it does tell me that my children will be blessed because of my
membership in the church. Anyway, any more questions?

The Setting- The Religious Atmosphere
Titus Coan

Titus was born in 1801 in the town of Killingworth, Conn. His father was Gaylord Coan and his
mother was Tamza Nittleton. His mother's family ties into the famous, at least Titus felt it was
famous, of Asahel Nettleton, the distinguished Evangelical preacher.
Titus had the normal childhood experiences including playing hooky from school and falling
through the ice while playing with a friend. After receiving an education he was called to teach
school at the age of 18 in the town of Saybrook, Conn. He then moved to Western New York. He
shortly joined the militia and after two years became a 2nd Lieutenant and on to 1st Lieutenant.
He had great visions, as a child, of sabers, waving of plumes, the beauty of uniforms, the cavalry,
artillery and drills. Of course after the war of 1812-1815 things were not quite as he expected and
he had a change of feelings and aspirations for the military.
While absent from his home town, a "Memorable season of religious interest was awakened
among all classes in Killingworth." He mentions in his journal the following: "I regretted my
absence from Killingworth while my kind pastor and beloved cousin were thus leading thirsty
souls to the Fountain of Life".

In the Spring of 1826, Titus, his sister and a friend, had a short tour of the area around Western
New York, including Rochester. By this time Titus had four brothers in Western New York, one
being, The Reverend of the Presbyterian Church at Riga, in Monroe County.
Although nothing is mentioned in his journal about encountering the Mormons at this time,
undoubtedly, with the religious rivalry happening at this time, he was well aware of them.
Titus became a minister in the First Free Presbyterian Church. He traveled extensively with
several noted ministers in the area of Rochester. On Nov. 3, 1834 he married Fedelia Church,
after 7 years of her patiently waiting for him. On November 23rd he and his wife received
instructions to be missionaries to the Sandwich Islands. They arrived in Honolulu on the 6th of
June 1834.
They were met at the wharf by the Rev. Hiram Bingham and with in a few days were assigned to
go to Hilo and work with Mr. and Mrs. Lyman. The trip to Hilo was a bit amusing. On the 6th
June they left Honolulu on the ship "Velocity" under the command of an Irish captain that was
given to hard drinking,. They traveled though the night. In the morn the captain announced that
"the land just ahead was Maui and that we should all land in about an hour at Lahaina, where we
might rest a day ... But the poor captain's eyes were dazed, and he had lost his reckoning. We
had gone about in the night and we were back at Honolulu."
Upon reaching Hilo on 21st of June, Titus and his wife were taken to the home of the Lyman's.
This home still stands today along with several other structures a mile or so from the Kilauea
chapel we visited today. It is worth a visit if you have not visited there.

Cal

By the early 1850's noted experiences with the Catholics were recorded in Titus' journal. These
experiences were not always positive. However they were true to the background, style and
perceptions built over a number of years.
Mr. Coan says of his experience with the Mormons, and I quote extensively from his journal
entries.

"Not many years after the introduction of the papal priest came a drove of Mormon emissaries.
These spread themselves in squads all over the group like the frogs of Egypt.
"They made an early descent upon Hilo. At first they employed flattering words. They called at
ortce on me, asserted their divine commission, affirmed the heavenly origin of their order, enlarged
on the new and sure revelations made to Joe Smith and his successors, the prophets, and invited
me to join them ....
"You're a good man," said they, "and have done what you could; but we have come to teach you
the way of God more perfectly, and if you will unite with us and come into this new light, your
people will all so be born again, i.e,. Be dipped in water, and then by the laying on of hands they
will receive the Holy Ghost and all the signs will follow. « I asked, "What signs?"
"They replied, "speaking with tongues, healing the sick, and all miracles." I then said, "Let us
take up the signs, in order, and see if you Mormons have them. Can you cast out devils?' "Yes."
"But, if testimony is true, many of your people, like other sinners, act as if the devil were still in
them. "They shall speak with tongues', can you do it? Oh, yes, we can at Utah." "And why not
here, where you need the gift more? And why do you ask a teacher of the native language? Do
you believe you could handle poisonous serpents, and drink deadly things with impunity?" "We
can heal the sick." "And so can I. But do not Mormons die?" "Oh, yes," "Can you raise the
dead?" "The Mormons at Salt Lake can do it." "Well, if you will go with me to a fresh grave
near by, and raise a dead body to life, I will join you to-day." This silenced them on miracles and
signs. And when I produced my copy of"The Book of Mormon," and showed them I knew more
than they about the doctrines of the faith to which they were trying to make me a proselyte, they
were confounded, and went away despairing of my (not) becoming a convert.
"But for years numbers of this deluded sect traveled over these districts, using all their powers of
persuasion, not excepting lying and deceit, to draw the people after them. When once the
succeeded in making a disciple they would quarter themselves in his house until he had cooked the
last pig, goat, or fowl, and until his taro, potatoes, and bananas were gone, all the while boasting
of their great love and comparing themselves to the American missionaries, who they said came
here for salaries and to oppress the people.
"I met the Mormons often on my tours, and had abundant evidence from repeated conversations,
and from the testimony of the most reliable members of the church, of their ignorance, bigotry,
impudence and guile."
Rev. Coan's understanding of the church did not improved over the years. In 1870, he returned

to the mainland. On his way to Chicago he made a stop in Salt Lake City, where he apparently
attended a sacrament meeting. Of this experience, he makes the following comments.
"(We) spent a Sabbath at Salt Lake City, saw the Prophet and several of his apostles, met several
of the Mormon missionaries whom we had seen in Hilo, attended service in the great tabernacle,
heard much bold assertion without proof, and witnessed a singular observance of the Lord's
supper, the elements being distributed by laughing boys, while a speaker was haranguing the
audience without making a single allusion to the death of Christ, or to the ordinance which
commemorated that event. We also saw the foundation of the great temple, which a bold
disclaimer said was the literal fulfillment of the prophecy of Isaiah 2:2 that "the mountain of the
Lord's house shall be established in the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills;
and all nations shall flow unto it."
Thus we see what the religious climate was like in the early part of Church history on the island of
Hawaii as well as the lack ofunderstandins of the principles upon which it is founded. Obviously
there was great animosity and misunderstanding as well as some bad examples from some of our
members. I am quite sure that Titus Coan had been well indoctrinated against the Mormons from
his early life in New York and his ministerial associates. His reactions to the incidents mentioned
here are typical of the time period and of the early persecution of the Church as it was getting
established.
Through the efforts of Dottie Behling Seely, temple work has been completed or near completion
for all of the early Protestant missionaries. It will be inter-esting to see how many have accepted
the invitation to eternal life as we know it.
Thank you.
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